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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and  the  Local  Authority  of  the  Burgh  of  Greenock. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1931. 

No  epidemiological  feature  worthy  of  special  note  occurred 
during  the  year. 

Statistically  a retrospective  view  may  be  of  some  interest.  During 
the  forty-five  years  which  elapsed  between  the  periods  1881-1885  and 
1926-1930,  the  general  death-rate  fell  from  22.19  to  14.0,  the  infantile 
mortality  rate  from  139  to  101,  the  pulmonary  tuberculosis  death-rate 
from  2.35  to  0.91,  and  the  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  death-rate  from 
0.96  to  0.33.  These  figures  undoubtedly  point  to  a very  considerable 
improvement  in  the  conditions  of  life  in  the  burgh.  During  the  same 
period  the  birth-rate  has  also  fallen  from  38.01  to  23.05. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  death  of  Dr. 
James  Laurie,  who  so  faithfully  served  the  community  as  Surgeon 
Accoucheur  at  Togo  House  Maternity  Hospital  since  that  hospital 
opened  in  1918. 

I wish  again  to  thank  the  staff  of  my  department  for  their 
unfailing  help  and  loyalty,  and  my  colleagues  in  the  Corporation 
service  f >r  their  constant  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alex  and  i r Johnstone, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

1931. 

Population  as  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1931,  ...  ...  79,012 

Acreage  ot  burgh,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,170 

Density  of  population  per  acre,  ...  ...  ...  ...  24.92 

Birth-rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.4 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  births,  ...  ...  ...  5.2 

Marriage-rate  (uncorrected),  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.6 

Death-rate — all  causes,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.5 

Death-rate — all  tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.20 

Death  rate —tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  ...  ...  0.90 

Death  rate — non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  ...  ...  ...  0.30 

Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases,  ...  ...  ...  0.66 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78. 

All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS 


A — EAS  1 DIS  1 RICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos.  I.,  II., 
and  III. 

^ EAST  CEN  TRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards 
Nos.  IV.  and  V. 

C WES  I CEN  I RAL  DIS  TRICT — corresponds  to  municipal  wards 
Nos.  VI.  and  VII. 

I)  WES  I DIS  I RICT — corresponds  to  municipal  watd  No.  VIII. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  the  Year  1931. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  burgh  to  the  middle  of  1931  was  79,012,  and  this 
figure  has  been  used  for  the  basis  for  all  statistical  calculations. 

This  number  indicates  a decrease  of  3,111  in  comparison  with 
last  year’s  figure,  but  the  estimate  was  probably  affected  by  the 
Census  which  took  place  during  the  year.  The  preliminary 
census  figure  indicates  that  the  population  was  78,948,  but  no 
details  were  available  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  (i.e.  excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  was  782.  This  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  763, 
but  is  still  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  namely  871. 

Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  1931  was  1,846.  This  number  on  correction  becomes 
1,849  (949  males  and  900  females),  and  the  equivalent  rate  is 
23.4.  Last  year’s  figure  was  23.0,  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  23.08.  Tables  I.  and  IV.  give  further  information 
in  this  connection. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  145,  a decrease  on  last  year’s  figure  of 
181,  and  considerably  lower  than  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years, 
namely  221.  The  corresponding  infantile  mortality  rate  is  78, 
which  is  a marked  reduction  on  last  year’s  figure  of  96,  and  well 
below  the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  namely  101. 

With  the  exception  of  the  year  1923,  when  the  rate  was  77, 
this  is  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  on  record  in  the  burgh, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  measles  was  not 
present  during  the  year  and  that  there  was  no  marked  prevalence 
of  infectious  conditions. 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  were  responsible  for  29.65 
per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  deaths,  premature  birth  15.17  per 
cent.,  pneumonia  12.41  per  cent.,  convulsions  6 89  per  cent,, 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis  4.82  per  cent.,  bronchitis  4.13  per  cent., 
and  whooping  cough  2.75  per  cent.  Further  information  regarding 
these  deaths  will  be  found  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
section. 
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Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  burgh  was  1,075  When  corrected  for  transfers  this  figure 
becomes  1,067  (562  males  and  505  females)  and  the  corresponding 
death-rate  is  13.5.  This  rate  is  very  slightly  lower  than  last  vear, 
and  is  well  below  the  average  for  the  last  five  years,  which  is 
14.44.  The  average  age  at  death  was  approximately  52.32  years. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of 
death  during  1931: — Heart  disease  133,  malignant  tumours  111, 
apoplexy  111,  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  95,  bronchitis  77,  pneu- 
monia 77,  diseases  of  early  infancy  and  malformations  75. 
Tables  II.  and  III.  give  further  information  regarding  these 
deaths,  which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows: — 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — In  past  years  this  group 
was  divided  into  two  sections  “Principal  Epidemic  Diseases”  aud 
“ Other  Epidemic  Diseases,”  the  former  comprising  enteric  fever, 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria,  and  diarrhoea 
and  enteritis  under  two  years,  and  the  latter  including  all  other 
epidemic  diseases.  The  Registrar  General  has  this  year,  however, 
included  under  the  term  “Principal  Epidemic  Diseases’  typhoid 
and  paratyphoid  fever,  typhus  fever,  relapsing  fever,  undulant 
fever,  smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria, 
influenza,  cholera,  dysentery,  plague,  erysipelas,  acute  poliomyel- 
itis, encephalitis  lethargica,  and  cerebro-spinal  fever,  and  it 
would,  therefore,  appear  inconvenient  to  continue  to  sub-divide 
the  heading. 

Influenza  was  responsible  for  27  deaths,  whooping  cough  9, 
scarlet  fever  6,  diphtheria  3,  cerebro-spinal  fever  2,  typhoid  and 
paratyphoid  fever  1,  and  others  4. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was,  therefore,  52, 
which  produces  a death-rate  of  0.66.  These  figures  are  not 
comparable  with  those  of  past  years  for  the  reasons  stated  above, 
but  selecting  the  diseases  previously  shown  as  “Principal 
Epidemic  Diseases”  we  find  that  the  number  of  deaths  is  28  and 
the  rate  is  0.35,  as  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  73  deaths 
and  a death-rate  of  0.89. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  number  of 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  71,  and  the  correspond- 
ing death-rate  0.90.  This  rate  is  very  slightly  higher  than  last 
year’s  figure  of  0.88,  but  slightly  below'  the  last  five  yearly 
average  0 91.  Tuberculosis  of  the  meninges,  abdomen  and  other 
organs  caused  respectively  14,  4 and  6 deaths,  and  the  non- 
pul monary  rate  is  0.30.  which  is  the  same  as  that  of  last  year,  but 
slightly  below  the  previous  quinquennial  average  0.33. 


9 


The  total  tuberculosis  rate  is,  therefore,  1.20  which  is  slightly 
above  last  year’s  figure  of  1.18,  but  below  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years,  namely  1.25.  Further  information  will  be  found 
on  Table  IV. 

Malignant  Disease  — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  respon- 
sible for  111  deaths  (53  males  and  58  females)  and  the 
death-rate  is  1.40.  Last  year  the  number  of  deaths  was  120  and 
the  rate  1.46.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  nine 
years  is  100  (45  males  and  55  males). 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. — The  deaths  from  dis- 
eases of  the  circulatory  system  number  151,  of  which  133  were 
from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  18  from  other  causes. 

Those  deaths  affecting  the  heart  only  may  be  sub-divided  as 
follows: — Diseases  of  the  heart  muscle,  66;  chronic  endocarditis 
and  valvular  disease,  31 ; angina  pectoris,  10;  acute  endocarditis, 
5;  pericarditis.  1 and  other  diseases  of  the  heart,  20.  The  total 
gives  a heart  disease  death-rate  of  1.68  compared  with  1.26  in 
1930  and  1.38  the  last  five  yearly  average. 

The  other  18  deaths  came  under  the  following  headings: — 
arterio-sclerosis  and  gangrene,  16  ; aneurysm,  1 ; other  diseases.  1. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  pro- 
duced 167  deaths  during  the  year,  which  figure  gives  an 
equivalent  death-rate  of  2 11.  These  figures  are  considerably 
below  those  of  1930,  which  were  185  deaths  and  a rate  of  2.25. 
The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  212.  The  majority  of  these 
deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  77  of  the  total  respiratory  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  0.97.  Last  year  the  number 
was  104  and  the  death-rate  1.26,  the  average  for  the  past  five 
years  being  1.49. 

Of  these  deaths,  36  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of 
5 years. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  77  deaths,  and  of  these  9 were  in 
children  under  the  age  of  five,  while  62  were  in  persons  over  45 
years  of  age.  The  death-rate  is  0.97  as  against  0.82  last  year, 
and  the  previous  quinquennial  average  is  0.89. 

Pleurisy  it  given  as  the  cause  of  two  deaths  and  eleven  are 
unspecified. 
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Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organs. — Tlje 
deaths  classified  under  this  group  number  165,  of  which  111 
were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism  or  thrombosis,  13  to 
simple  meningitis,  4 to  general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  3 to  other 
insanity,  2 to  epilepsy  and  27  to  other  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system,  while  5 were  included  under  diseases  of  the  eye  aod  ear. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.,  namely 
111,  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  92.  The  death-rate  is 
1.40  as  against  a rate  of  1.12  in  1930  and  1.18,  the  mean  of  the  last 
quinquennium. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — The  deaths  referable  to 
the  digestive  system  number  47,  of  which  16  were  due  to 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  and  of  these  9 were  in  children  under  two 
years  of  age;  9 were  caused  by  appendicitis,  4 by  hernia  and 
intestinal  obstruction,  3 by  gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer,  2 bv 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  4 by  other  diseases  of  the  liver  and  gall 
bladder,  and  9 by  other  digestive  diseases. 

In  past  years  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in  children  under  two 
years  of  age  was  brought  under  the  heading  of  Infectious  Disease. 
The  number  in  1930  was  18  and  the  last  quinquennial  mean  16.40. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito- Urinary  System. — The  deaths  from 
diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  system  total  43,  of  which  28 
were  due  to  nephritis,  3 to  other  diseases  of  the  kidney,  6 to 
diseases  of  the  prostate,  2 to  diseases  of  the  bladder,  2 to  diseases 
of  the  urethra  and  2 to  diseases  of  the  genital  organs. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar 
General  brings  under  this  heading  15  deaths  sub-divided  as 
follows  : — 


Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy,  5 

Puerperal  Septicaemia.  3 

Puerperal  Haemorrhage,  1 

Accident  of  Pregnancy,  1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes,  - - 5 

Total,  - - 15 


In  this  department,  however,  all  maternal  deaths  are  investi- 
gated as  explained  in  last  year’s  report,  and  it  was  found  that 
there  were  21  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  14  last 
year.  The  maternal  death-rate,  therefore,  is  11. 3*5  per  1000 
births  as  against  7.41  in  1930. 
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The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows: — 
(I).  Conditions  connected  with  pregnancy  and  purturition. 


Eclampsia,  - ...  4 

Difficult  labour,  3 

Puerperal  Septicaemia  3 

Embolism,  - - - - 2 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy,  2 

Ante  partum  Haemorrhage,  - - 1 


(II).  Conditions  associated  with,  but  not  directly  connected  with 
pregnancy  or  parturition. 

Intercurrent  Respiratory  Disease,  - 3 

Intercurrent  Cardiac  Disease,  - - 2 

Appendicitis,  - - - 1 

Only  nine  of  the  twenty-one  cases  received  ante-natal  super- 
vision, and  three  out  of  the  four  cases  of  eclampsia  had  no  ante- 
natal treatment  despite  the  fact  that  in  all  cases  significant 
premonitary  signs  had  been  present. 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  how  many  deaths  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  early  and  efficient  ante-natal  treatment,  but  there  are 
at  least  7 cases  where  it  might  have  been  apparent  even  to  the 
patients  themselves  tha't  all  was  not  well  with  them. 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Congenital  Malformations. 
— Deaths  from  these  causes  numbered  75  and  may  be  classified 
as  follows: — Congenital  debility,  43;  premature  birth,  21; 
congenital  malformations,  5;  injury  at  birth,  3;  and  other 
diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy,  S. 

Last  vear  the  number  was  87,  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  was  85.  Further  information  regarding  the  diseases  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  will  be  found  in  the  maternity 
and  child  welfare  section  of  the  report. 

Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  35,  of  which  number  5 
were  apparently  suicides  (4  male,  1 female)  and  30  accidental  (22 
male,  8 female).  The  corresponding:  figures  for  last  year  were  6 
suicides  (4  male,  2 female)  and  43  other  violent  deaths  (32  male, 
11  female),  while  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years  was  4.1  deaths 
from  suicide,  and  36.3  from  other  violence. 

One  might  expect  the  number  of  deaths  from  violence  to  be 
showing  a definite  increase,  but  during  1931  the  number  is  well 
below  the  average  for  the  ten  previous  years  in  spite  of  the  great 
increase  in  mechanical  transport  passing  through  the  town. 
Doubtless  the  depressed  state  of  trade  and  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  industrial  works  are  more  or  less  idle,  has  had  more  than  a 
counter-balancing  effect. 
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Statistical  Comparison1. — The  following  Table  gives 
parisou  of  the  various  rates  in  the  different  public  health 


and  the 
department : 


average 


age 


at  death  in  each  as  estimated 


a com- 
1 ist  riots 
in  this 


District. 

Population,  ... 

Density  per  acre, 
Birth-rate, 

Infantile  mortality-rate, 
General  death-rate, 
Tuberculosis  death-rate, 
Average  age  at  death, 


A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

East 

West 

East. 

Central. 

Central. 

West. 

-24.679 

16,456 

24.954 

1 2.923 

22.03 

121.00 

40.31 

9.98 

29.90 

22.18 

24.68 

1 1.14 

86.72 

79.45 

68.18 

69.44 

15.03 

1 1.36 

13.14 

14.00 

1.29 

1.03 

1.44 

0.92 

42.84 

40.06 

42.61 

60.08 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  ascertained 
during  1931  was  1,524,  which  is  considerably  below  last  year's 
figure  of  3,716  and  the  mean  of  the  previous  quinquennium, 
3,096.  The  incidence  rate  of  infectious  disease  in  the  community 
as  a whole  during  the  year  was  19.31  per  1,000,  of  the  population. 

Further  information  with  regard  to  infectious  disease  wii!  be 
found  in  Tables  Y.  to  VIII. 

Measles. — There  were  only  117  cases  of  this  disease  during 
the  year,  and  tio  deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough. — Three  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  were 
notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  January  aud  April.  Last 
year’s  figure  was  513,  and  the  last  quiuqueunial  mean  436. 
Three  cases  had  also  chickenpox. 

The  disease  was  responsible  for  9 deaths,  all  of  which  occurred 
in  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The  incidence  rate  over  the 
age  period  0-5  years  is,  therefore,  17.26,  the  death-rate  0.98, 
and  the  case  mortality  rate  5.69  per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Two  hundred  and  ninety-two  cases  were 
notified  with  the  highest  figure  in  December.  Last  year’s  number 
was  297,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years  229.  There 
were  6 deaths.  One  case  had  also  diphtheria  and  3 chickenpox. 
The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population  is  3.69,  anil  the 
case  mortality  rate  2.05  per  cent. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  84  cases  of  diphtheria  discovered 
during  the  year.  The  number  last  year  was  129,  and  the  last 
five  yearly  average  218.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole 
population  is  1.06,  and  as  the  deaths  numbered  3,  the  case 
mortality  rate  is  3.57.  One  case  had  also  scarlet  fever. 
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Contacts. — Swabbing  of  the  throats  of  contacts  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  was  carried  out  in  81  instances  where  it  appeared  to 
be  neceseary,  and  8 such  persons  gave  a positive  result.  All  of 
these  persons  resided  in  Smithston  Asylum  where  there  was  a 
considerable  uumber  of  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  all  of  the  clinical  cases  and  their  contacts 
who  showed  positive  swabs  were  isolated  in  the  asylum  and  dealt 
with  there.  This  problem  presented  very  many  difficulties,  but 
the  results  were  happily  satisfactory  and  no  fatality  occurred. 

Immunisation. — The  special  session  at  the  maternity  and 
child  welfare  clinic  for  the  immunisation  of  children  under  the  age 
of  5 years  against  diphtheria  was  continued,  but  the  response  on 
the  part  of  parents  was  very  disappointing  indeed.  Only  63  child- 
ren were  brought,  and  these  were  duly  immunised.  The  value  of 
this  preventive  measure  was  stressed  in  last  year’s  report,  but  the 
appeal  has  apparently  fallen  on  deaf  ears. 

Chick enpox. — Five  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  mostly  in  February,  March  and  December. 
There  were  no  deaths.  The  number  last  year  was  441,  and 
the  last  five  yearly  average  556.  Only  3 of  the  cases  occurred 
in  adults. 

Enteric  Fever. — Ten  cases  of  this  group  were  notified  during 
the  year,  as  against  27  last  year  and  the  previous  quinquennial 
average  of  9.  Eight  were  of  the  paratyphoid  B.  type,  one  gave  a 
negative  Widal  reaction  but  was  clinically  suspicious  of  enteric 
fever,  while  in  one  the  diagnosis  was  later  altered  to  pneumonia. 
A.II  the  cases  wore  admitted  to  hospital,  and  there  was  one 
death. 

All  the  cases  were  sporadic  in  character  and  no  connection  was 
traced  between  them,  nor  was  any  cause  found  for  the  infection. 

Pneumonia. — Ninty-nine  cases  were  discovered,  32  being  of 
the  acute  primary  type,  17  influeuzal  and  50  presumably  secondary 
to  some  other  condition.  The  highest  incidence  occurred  in  the 
months  of  February  and  March.  Last  year’s  number  was  161 
and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  146.  Two  cases  were 
removed  to  hospital  for  treatment.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
this  cause  was  77,  but  notification,  as  has  been  previously  com- 
mented upon,  was  obviously  far  from  complete,  55  of  the  total 
number  shown  beiug  discovered  in  the  death  returns. 

The  local  authority  have  not  yet  provided  accommodation  for 
the  treatment  of  cases  of  pneumonia,  but  beds  for  this  purpose  are 
urgenty  required  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  matter  will  be  dealt 
with  at  an  early  date  and  accommodation  for  pneumonia,  measles 
and  whooping  cough  provided. 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — Four  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified,  all  from  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary.  Twoo  rhe  patients 
died. 

SMALLPOX. — There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during:  ’he 
year. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  east 
and  west  registration  districts  of  the  burgh  during  1930  was  1,857. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  516  of  these  children  had 
been  successfully  vaccinated,  11  were  found  to  be  constitutionally 
insusceptible,  120  had  died  before  vaccination  could  be  carried 
out,  in  10  a medical  certificate  of  postponement  had  been  issued, 
and  17  had  left  the  district  or  were  otherwise  unaccounted  for, 
while  declarations  of  conscientious  objection  had  been  made  in 
respect  of  1,183.  Sixty-two  per  cent,,  therefore,  of  the  children 
available  for  vaccination  were  not  vaccinated. 

In  the  twentieth  century  this  is  truly  a pitiable  state  of  affairs. 

Two  hundred  and  eleven  vaccinations  were  carried  out  on  1S8 
children  under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  at  the 
the  Corporation  clinics.  In  172  cases  vaccination  was  successful 
on  the  first  occasion,  in  9 on  the  second  occasion,  in  3 on  the 
third  occasion,  while  4 children  were  considered  insusceptible 
after  three  unsuccessful  attempts. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 

(I)  Total  number  of  cases  occuring  in  the  area  of  the  Local 
Authority  (corrected  figures  as  finally  diagnosed). 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital.  2),  ..  3 

(b)  ,,  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital.  6),  ...  26 

(II)  Total  number  of  cases  removed  to  infectious  diseases 
hospital : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  2,  ...  2 

(b)  ,,  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital.  6).  ...  20 

(III)  Total  number  of  deaths:  — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0).  ...  1 

(b)  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  6).  ...  1 

(IV)  Number  of  cases  following  instrumental  delivery  : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  1\  ..  1 

(b)  „ Pyrexia  (Maternity’  Hospital.  0),  ...  4 

(VI  Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  included  under  (IV) : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  ...  0 

(b)  j!  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  ...  0 
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(VI)  Number  of  cases  where  the  Local  Authority  provided 
assistance  on  the  request  of  medical  practitioners  : — 


(I) 

Consultant  Service, 

... 

0 

Puerperal  Fever, 

0 

„ Pyrexia,  ... 

0 

(II) 

Bacteriological  examination, 

... 

1 

(III) 

Skilled  nursing  at  home, 

... 

0 

(IV) 

Hospital  treatment, 

... 

14 

Puerperal  Fever, 

0 

„ Pyrexia,  ... 

14 

(VII)  Observations  on  the  workiug  of  the  regulations. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  local  authority  under  these  regulations  are 
not  being  utilised  to  any  extent  with  the  one  exception  of  hospital  treat- 
ment. Nursing  of  such  cases  at  home  is  not  in  the  majority  of  households 
a feasible  matter,  and  the  doctor  usually  seems  to  prefer  to  have  the  patient 
in  hospital  as  soou  as  possible  rather  than  to  wait  for  the  result  of  a 
bacteriological  examination  which  may  not  help  him  very  much  when  it  is 
received,  It  is  rather  surprising,  however,  that  advantage  is  not  taken  of 
the  consultation  service. 

The  terms  “ Puerperal  Fever  ” and  “ Puerperal  Pyrexia  ” appear 
to  be  looked  upou  as  practically  synonymous,  and  it  often  seems 
to  bi  a m ttter  of  chance  or  mood  which  decides  whether  a case 
is  notified  as  the  one  or  the  other. 

Investigation. — All  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal 
pyrexia  were  investigated  as  they  occurred. 

Four  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  actually  notified,  but  in  one 
the  diagnosis  was  later  altered  to  lobar  pneumonia.  Two  of  the 
remaining  cases  were  conducted  by  midwives,  in  one  the  child 
was  born  before  arrival,  and  in  the  second  the  patient  was 
admitted  to  hospital  as  an  emergency  : the  third  case  was  an 
in-patient  at  the  maternity  hospital.  In  two  cases  the  condition 
occurred  after  the  first  pregnancy,  and  in  one  after  the  second. 
Obstetrical  difficulty,  namely  contracted  pelvis  with  impacted 
birth,  appeared  to  be  the  chief  causal  factor  in  one  case;  in  the 
second,  the  mother  suffered  from  profound  anaemia,  while  in  the 
third,  no  exciting  cause  of  any  kind  was  discovered. 

The  information  elicited  by  the  investigation  of  cases  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

(I) .  Age  of  patient.  — Four  of  the  patients  were  aged  between  15  and  20 
years,  6 from  21  to  25,  11  from  26  to  30,  and  5 were  31  or  over. 

(II) .  Number  of  confinement.— In  eleven  cases  the  confinement  was 
the  first,  in  six  the  second,  in  three  the  third,  and  in  six  the  sixth  to 
eleventh. 
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(III).  Mature  of  attendance. — In  two  cases  the  confinement  was  con- 
ducted by  a doctor,  in  fourteeu  by  a midwife,  in  five  by  midwife  and 
doctor,  and  in  five  in  an  institution. 

IV).  Nature  of  confinement. — Forceps  had  been  used  in  4 cases,  version 
and  forceps  in  1 case,  while  21  were  normal  deliveries. 

(V).  Possible  exciting  causes 

Conditions  not  attributable  to  parturition,  - 7 

Lacerations,  -----  5 

Adherent  placenta,  - - - 5 

Difficult  labour,  - - - - 3 

Unhealthy  placenta,  • 

Nothing  found  on  investigation,  - - 5 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1930  was 
475.  During  the  year  89  new  cases  were  notified,  28  left  the 
district,  78  died,  25  were  struck  off  as  non-tuberculous,  and  1 
as  not  requiring  further  supervision.  Four  cases  were  re- 
admitted to  the  register:  two  of  these  were  patients  who  had  left 
the  district  and  returned,  one  had  been  removed  from  the  roll  as 
she  could  not  be  found,  and  the  fouith  had  been  struck  off  as 
non-tuberculous.  There  remained,  therefore,  on  the  roll  at  31st 
December,  433  patients  (264  males  and  169  females). 

Particulars  of  age  periods,  etc.,  are  as  follows : — 


Under 

5 

years 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  up. 

Total. 

Sputum 

uot 

( Males*,  - 

— 

8 

25 

"» 

u 

,0 

18 

119 

examined. 

(.  Females. 

— 

10 

17 

26 

17 

14 

9 

— 

93 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

l Males,  - 

11 

27 

27 

19 

— 

84 

found, 

( Females, 

- 

12 

14 

10 

6 

— 

42 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

1 Males,  - 

— 

— 

2 

3 

14 

16 

21 

— 

61 

not  found, 

! Females, 

— 

5 

5 

8 

7 

8 

1 

34 

Total, 

13 

49 

111 

94 

84 

81 

1 

433 

In  addition  71  patients  were  undci  obserwitimi  as  suspects, 
and  26  as  contacts  of  known  cases. 
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Notification. — Eighty-nine  cases  (55  males  and  34  females) 
were  notified  as  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  against 
117  last  year,  and  135  the  last  five  yearly  average.  The  sputum 
was  examined  in  49  cases,  and  in  24  tubercle  bacilli  were 
found  to  be  present. 

The  age  periods  are  as  follows: — 


Under 

5 

years 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  up. 

Total. 

Males,  - | 1 

3 

1 

15 

13 

5 

16 

1 

55 

Females,  - 2 

2 

4 

5 

12 

5 

4 

— 

34 

Twentv-six  of  these  patients  died  before  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  average  period  of  survival  after  notification  was  33  days: 
in  addition  3 left  the  district,  iu  9 the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed,  aud  one  was  still  under  observation  as  doubtful  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

It  is  increasingly  becoming  the  custom  for  cases  to  be  referred 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  his  opinion  before  notification  and 
this  is  encouiaged  in  every  possible  way.  During  1931  66  cases 
were  notified  before  being  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  57 
were  referred  for  opinion,  and  of  those  23  were  accepted  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  27  were  definitely  not  accepted,  while 
7 were  still  under  observation  as  suspects  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  home  conditions  of  the  notified 
cases  and  the  percentage  of  the  total  cases  in  houses  of  different 
sizes  compared  with  the  estimated  percentage  of  such  houses  in 
the  whole  burgh: — 


Number 

of 

Cases. 

Percentage 

of 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Houses 
in  the  Burgh. 

1 Apartment,  - - - - 

19 

21 

10 

2 Apartments,  - - - - 

42 

47 

45 

3 Apartments,  - - - - 

10 

1 1 

27 

4 Apartments,  - - - - 

7 

8 

10 

5 Apartments  and  over,  - 

.> 

4 

8 

Institutions,  i odginghouses,  etc. 

8 

9 

Dispensary. — No  important  change  was  made  in  the  dis 
pensary  routine  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  was  239.  The  total 
number  of  primary  visits  was  48:  and  the  number  of  re-visits  1;210. 
Two  hundred  and  three  X-ray  examinations  of  the  chest  were 
carried  out  and  the  arrangements  for  this  service  remained 
unchanged. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Eighty-two  persons  received  extra 
nourishment  duriflg  the  year,  mostly  in  the  form  of  milk,  eggs 
and  in  some  cases  butter.  The  details  are  given  later. 

Institutional  Treatment. — It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
proposed  county  sanatorium  at  Lochwinnoch  will  not  now  be 
proceeded  with,  but  the  decision  had  uot  been  definitely  taken  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  in  some  ways  unfortunate,  as  there 
seems  no  doubt  that,  if  the  hospital  position  in  the  count}7  of 
Renfrewshire  is  to  be  developed  on  satisfactory  lines  in  the  future, 
joint  action  by  the  various  local  authorities  in  the  county  is 
necessary.  It  may  be,  however,  that  this  will  be  achieved  by 
some  other  means,  as  it  seems  the  only  way  to  develop  an 
enlightened  hospital  policy. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the 
various  institutions  available  to  the  burgh,  and  their  condition 
on  discharge : — 


Noranside 
' Sanatorium. 

Bridge-of-Weir 

Sanatorium. 

Gateside 

Hospital. 

P 

— 

® © 
3 rp 

e| 

Lanfine  Homo 
Kirkintilloch. 

Number  at  1st  January,  1931, 

7 

18 

9 

13 

Admitted  during  the  year. 

19 

14 

27 

35 

1 

Treated  during  the  year, 

‘26 

32 

36 

4S 

1 

Total  number  discharged, 

8 

18 

11 

31 

i)  i,  much  improved,  .. 

2 

6 

1 

3 

>>  n improved, 

5 

6 

5 

14 

>i  >,  stationary, 

1 

3 

3 

>>  ,,  worse, 

i 

5 

5 

11 

Left  against  advico, 

3 

2 

s 

9 

Diod, 

2 

18 

6 

Transferred  to  hospital,  ... 

1 

1 

1 

>>  n sanatorium, 

1 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1931, 

15 

13 

8 

10 

1 

19 


Home  Supervision. — The  nurses  of  the  Greenock  arid  District 
Nursing  Association  continue  to  pay  supervisory  visits  to  the 
patients  on  the  tuberculosis  roll.  The  uumber  not  attending  the 
dispensary  who  were  under  supervision  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  was  43,  and  the  average  number  over  the  period  was  37. 

NGN-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1930  was 
303.  During  the  year  77  uew  cases  were  notified,  11  left  the 
district,  25  died,  6 were  removed  from  the  roll  as  non-tuberculous, 
and  16  as  not  requiring  further  supervision,  leaving  322  (160 
males  and  162  females)  on  the  roll  at  31st  December. 

The  age  periods  and  situation  of  lesions  are  shown  iu  thefc 
following  Table:  — 


LESION. 

Under  5 years 

CO 

s- 

ctf 

<v 

O 

7 

10 — -15  years 

15 — 25  years 

25 — 35  years 

36 — 45  years 

45 — 65  years 

65  upwards 

Total 

...  t Males 

Abdotnen 1 Females 

„ . i Males 

SPlne>  j Females 

Bones  and  Joints,  - j Females 

Superficial  Glands,  ...  j ^emMes 

r t Males 

LnPus-  /Females 

Other  Parts  or  Organs,  ... 

Total  

1 

2 

"i 

l 

1 

1 

7 

2 

2 

1 

13 

11 

C 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

6 

4 
3 

15 

13 

5 

10 

1 

o 

3 

21 

8 

2 

4 

16 

18 

15 

19 

3 

4 

5 
3 

3 
1 
2 

4 
1 
4 
3 
1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

6 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

38 

22 

12 

11 

56 

55 

34 

46 

9 

13 

11 

15 

19 

51 

73 

118 

26 

18 

16 

1 

322 

Notification. — The  number  of  new  cases  notified  was  77,  as 
against  53  last  year,  and  55  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
Nineteen  of  these  died  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  average 
period  of  survival  being  18  days,  1 left  the  district,  and  in  3 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  not  verified. 

Fifty-four  cases  were  notified  before  being  seen  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer,  38  were  referred  for  opinion,  and,  of  those,  23  were 
accepted  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  9 were  definitely  not 
accepted,  whiL  6 were  still  under  observation  as  suspects  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 
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The  following  Table  shows  those  cases  clns-ified  according  to 
age  groups  and  situation  of  lesion  : — 




03 

02 

05 

s 

X 

CS 

X 

S— 

e i 

X 

LESION. 

m 

a 

o 

>> 

•o 

>> 

>o 

o 

kC 

Cl 

CC 

£ 

£ 

V 

© 

•— 

cc 

c. 

— 

'-C 

r—* 

1 

c 

D 

i 

© 

>c 

ic 

c* 

i; 

tc 

r- 

1 Males 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Abdomen  

| Females 

2 

2 

2 

i 

... 

7 

Spine, 

i Males 

i 

i 

1 Females 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

Bones  and  Joints 

J Males 

5 

2 

5 

i 

13 

( Females 

4 

i 

4 

3 

i 

1 

14 

Glands 

{ Males 

1 

2 

3 

6 

| Females 

2 

1 

1 

i 

5 

Lupus 

1 Males 
j Females 

... 

1 

i 

Other  Parts  or  Organs,  .. 

1 Males 
1 Females 

6 

4 

i 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 

L 

r ... 

ii 

n 

Total, 

25 

14 

16 

15 

4 

1 

2 

...  1 77 

The  home  conditions  of  the  various  notified  cases  were  found 
to  be  as  follows: — 


Number 

of 

Cases. 

Percentage 

of 

Total. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Houses 
in  the  Burgh. 

1 Apartment,  .... 

15 

20 

10 

2 Auartments,  - 

46 

60 

45 

3 Apartments,  - 

12 

16 

27 

4 Apartments,  - 

O 

2 

S 

5 Apartments  and  over,  - 

1 

i 

10 

Institutions,  Lodginghouses,  etc. 

1 

i 

— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  — 


Number  of  cases  discovered,  - - 17 

Number  of  cases  notified,  - - 15 

Number  of  deaths,  - - 16 

Treated  in  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary,  - 6 
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Xme  of  these  cases  were  under  five  years,  the  mean  age  being  1 
year  1 nnnth  and  the  average  duration  of  illness  was  17  days, 
[u  Oily  three  cases  was  there  any  history  or  suspicion  of  tuber- 
culosis ia  the  family.  Iu  o ae  case  the  maternal  grandmother 
died  from  abdominal  tuberculosis,  a maternal  aunt  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  and  a sister  had  already  died  of  tuberculous 
meningitis:  in  the  second  a child  of  the  family  had  died  15  years 
previously  from  a chest  condition  suspicious  of  tuberculosis,  while 
in  the  third  the  maternal  grandfather  had  died  from  pulmonary 
tuberbulosis  thirty-three  years  ago.  Five  of  the  cases  came 
within  the  age  group  5-10  years  with  a mean  of  7 years,  and  the 
average  duration  of  illness  was  13  days:  in  one  of  these  cases 
the  diagnosis  was  not  accepted.  Of  the  three  remaining  cases  one 
was  aged  17  yeirs  and  the  other  two  thirteen : the  average 
duration  of  illness  was  17  days. 

Dispensary. — The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the 
dispensary  during  the  year  was  170.  The  primary  visits  totalled 
42,  and  the  number  of  re-visits  1,464. 

Ultra-Violet  Light  Therapy.— The  mercury  vapour  lamp 
was  iu  use  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculous  conditions,  and  actually  burned  for  279  hours.  The 
results  were  similar  to  those  of  previous  years;  they  were 
not  in  any  way  dramatic,  but  in  certain  cases  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  form  of  treatment  was  very  satisfactory  and 
greatly  hastened  the  arrest  of  the  disease.  As  noted  in  previous 
year,  lesions  of  a sunerficial  nature  were  much  more  amenable  to 
treatment. 

The  following  conditions  were  treated  : — 


Thirty-four  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — Twenty-five  cases  received  extra 
nourishment  during  the  year,  and  details  are  given  later. 

Dome  Supervision. — The  number  of  patients  not  attending 
the  dispensary,  who  were  under  home  supervision  bv  the  visiting 
nurses  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  51,  and  at  31st  December 
46,  the  average  number  during  the  year  being  49. 


General  Debility,  - - - 

Tuberculosis  of  Superficial  Glands, 
Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints, 
Tuberculosis  of  Skin. 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen, 
Tuberculosis  of  Spine, 


9 

17 

12 

12 

2 
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Institutional  Treatment. — Tlie  following  Table  gives  ibe 
numbers  treated  in  the  various  institutions  used,  and  their  con- 
dition on  discharge:  — 


Bridge-of-Weir 
j Sanatorium. 

St.  Andrew’s 
Home,  Millport. 

Gateside 

Hospital. 

Smithston 

Pavilion. 

O 

o . 
>*» 

5 3 
? 

5 £ 

3 - 

x '~Z 
— 

z-i 

| 

Number  at  1st  January,  1931,  ... 

1 

15 

1 3 

i 

2 

1 

Admitted  during  the  year, 

20 

8 2 

2 

Treated  during  the  year 

1 

35 

9 5 

3 

2 

1 

Total  number  discharged, 

1 

13 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  much  improved. 

1 

2 

1 

,,  ,,  improved, 

... 

1 

,,  ,,  stationary, 

1 

,,  ,,  worse,  

Left  against  advice,  

Died, 

2 

2 

Transferred  to  hospital,  .. 

1 

... 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1931,  .. 

19 

6 4 

1 

1 

ALL  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  on  the  tuberculosis  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was,  755. 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary  was  409 
and  the  total  attendances  amounted  to  2.764,  as  against  2,763 
last  year,  and  3,944,  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 

The  number  of  patients  visited  in  their  homes  by  the  nurses 
was  924,  and  the  total  supervisory  visits  paid  amounted  to  5.907. 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  extra  nourishment  was 
10/  as  against  77  last  year,  and  161  the  last  five  yearly  average. 
The  total  cost  of  this  service  was  approximately  £355. 

I lie  number  ol  prescriptions  paid  for  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  tuberculosis  scheme  wss  312,  and  the  total  cost 
£23  5s  5d.  die  number  of  persons  who  received  these  pre- 
scriptions was  107,  and  the  average  cost  per  person  was  4/4. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  assistance  was  provided 
by  the  Renfrewshire  Memorial  to  the  late  King  Edward  Fund: — 
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Reut  fully  paid  for  a period,  7 

Rent  part  paid  for  a period,  - - 2 

Rent  fully  paid  for  a period  and  clothing,  15 

Clothing,  -----  22 

Dental  treatment,  7 

Bed  and  bedding,  - - - 2 

Special  Boots,  - - - - 1 

Crutches,  -----  1 

Artificial  limb,  1 


MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

The  scheme  of  infant  visitation  was  continued  on  the  same 
scale  as  that  instituted  during  19o0,  namely,  weekly  visitation  for 
tue  first  month  after  birth,  fortnightly  fur  the  next  two  months, 
aad  thereafter  monthly  until  the  end  of  oue  year. 

The  only  outstanding  fact  worthy  of  note  is  the  considerable 
increase  iu  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante- 
natal clinics — a very  hopelul  sign  for  the  future.  During  the 
year  the  supply  of  milk  to  expectant  mothers  was  allowed  from 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy  instead  of  the 
seventh  month  as  formerly. 

Two  special  clinics  are  still  carried  on,  one  for  the  immunisation 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age  against  diphtheria,  and  one 
for  the  vaccine  treatment  of  whooping  cough.  The  attendance  at 
these  clinics,  however,  is  still  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  department  has  again  to  thank  Mr  Riddell  and  Mr  Gray 
of  the  R.S.S.PC.C.  for  their  ever  ready  help  in  many  matters. 


Births. 

Number  registered  (corrected),  j Jp^'thnlte,1  ’ '97  } 1,849 

Number  notified,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,863 

Number  of  births  classified  according  to  nature  of  attendance  : — 

Medical  Practitioner,  ...  ...  ...  286 

Midwife,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,416 

Institutions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Stillbirths. 

Number^of  stillbirths  (births  of  dead  children),  ...  ...  75 


Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  biilhs  oi  dead  childien  after  tl  e 
expiry  of  the  seventh  month  of  piegnancy.  Seventy-five  cases  were  notified, 
of  which  24  occurred  in  the  maternity  hospital  where  abnormal  cases  are 
treated. 
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Each  of  these  stillbirths  was  investigated,  but  no  particulars  were  avail- 
able for  two  of  the  cases.  From  the  investigation  the  following  facts  were 
elicited : — 


(1)  Age  of  mother. — 

Under  20—6.  30-34—23.  Not  known,  5. 

20-24—8.  35-39—13. 

25-29 — 8.  40  and  over — 10. 


(2)  Number  of  Pregnancy. — 


First, 

19. 

Fifth,  4. 

Ninth,  6. 

Second, 

6. 

Sixth,  5. 

Tenth,  3. 

Third, 

15. 

Seventh, 3. 

Eleventh,  1. 

Fourth, 

4. 

Eighth,  6. 

Seventeenth,  1. 

(3)  Number  of  pregnancy. — 

In  nine  cases  pregnancy  had  lasted  for  seven  months.  it  seven 
cases  eight  months,  and  in  fifty  stillbirth  occurred  at  term. 


(4)  Nature  of  attendance. — 

Midwife,  43. 

Midwife  and  doctor,  1. 

Midwife,  doctor  and  institution, 


Doctor,  3. 

Institution,  2. 

...  24. 


(5)  Presentation. — 

Vertex,  50.  Foot,  3. 

Breech,  16.  Face,  1. 


Hand  and  Cord,  2. 
Transverse,  1. 


(6)  Nature  of  interference. — 

No  interference,  52. 
Forceps,  14. 

Version,  5. 


Forceps  and  Craniotomy,  1. 
Induction  of  labour,  1. 


(7)  Condition  of  child. — 

Normal,  44.  Macerated,  25.  Abnormality,  4. 

(8)  Condition  of  placenta. — 

In  forty-nine  cases  the  placenta  was  healthy,  in  eighteen 
unhealthy,  and  in  six  adherent. 
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(9)  Ante  natal  health  of  mother. — 

In  twenty  nine  cases  tlie  ante  natal  health  of  the  mother  was 
reported  to  be  good,  in  nineteen  fair,  in  twenty-three  poor,  and 
there  were  two  cases  of  eclampsia. 


(10)  Ante  natal  supervision.— 

Iu  thirty-five  cases  there  was  no  ante-natal  supervision  and  in 
thirty-eight  the  mother  had  attended  the  ante-natal  clinic. 


(11)  Causal  factors. — 


(i)  A ute-natal  deaths,  ...  ...  ...  42 

Illness  of  mother,  ...  ...  18 

Ante  partum  haemorrhage,  ...  8 

Placenta  Praevia,  ...  ...  3 

Suspected  syphilis,  ...  ...  3 

No  obvious  cause,  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  Iutra-natal  deaths — obstetrical  difficulty,  ...  22 

Contracted  pelvis,  ...  ...  7 

Breech  presentation,  ...  ...  7 

Twin  birth,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Uterine  inertia,...  ...  ...  2 

Foot  presentation,  ...  ...  1 

Knee  presentation,  ...  ...  1 

Occipito- posterior  presentation,  ...  1 

(iii)  Abnormality  of  child,  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iv)  Prematurity,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(v)  Eclampsia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Abortions. — 

Eighteen  abortions  were  investigated  and  the  causes  elicited  were 
as  follows  : — 

Maternal  injury  or  strain,  6.  Gonorrhoea,  1. 

Nervous  conditions,  2.  Ovarian  cyst,  1. 

Illness  of  mother,  2.  Cause  unknown,  6. 


Infantile:  Mortality. — 

N umber  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year,  ...  145 

Rate  per  1,000  births, ...  ...  ...  •••  78.42 


Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1,000  births  classified  according  to  age 
groups  and  causes  of  death  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Dnder  1 week 

Aqi 

71 

© 

© 

£ 

1 

r— 1 

4 weeks—  q 

3 months. 

c 

*T3 

3 months  • 1 “ 

6 months. 

6 months  - 
12  months. 

| 

"5 

o 

"c 

43 

o 

o 

T * 

— — 

© 

£ 

Chickenpox, 

...  | 

Measles, 

... 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Whooping  Cough, 

2 

4 

2.16 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

1 

1 

0.54 

Erysipelas,  ... 

1 

1 

0.54 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 

1 

1 

3 

5 

2.70 

Meningitis  (non-tuberculous). 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3.25 

Hydrocephalus, 

... 

Convulsions,  ... 

3 

i 

4 

2 

io 

5.40 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 

•1 

1 

5 

11 

18 

9.74 

Bronchitis, 

... 

5 

1 

6 

3.25 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

2 

2 

3 

... 

7 

3.79 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 

... 

... 

... 

Congenital  Malformations, 

2 

2 

1 

5 

2.70 

Congenital  Heart  Disease, 

... 

... 

Premature  Birth, 

21 

i 

22 

11.90 

Atrophy,  Debility,  & Marasmus, 

24 

7 

7 

3 

2 

43 

23.26 

Atelectasis, 

... 

... 

Injury  at  Birth, 

3 

3 

1.62 

Suffocation,  Overlaying, 

2 

2 

1.08 

Syphilis, 

... 

... 

... 

All  other  Causes, 

3 

2 

2 

1 

5 

12 

6.49 

Total  Deaths,  ... 

59 

14 

15 

26 

31 

145 

Rate  per  1000  Births, 

31.91 

7.57 

8.11 

14.06 

16.77 

78.42 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  (Registrar  Generali. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  pregnancy  or  confine- 
ment, ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  puerperal  sepsis  (details 

will  be  found  under  deaths  aud  death-rate),  ...  ...  3 

Home  Visitation. 

(1)  Infants.— 


Number  of  children  visited. 

2,630 

Number  of  first  visits.  1 781.  1 ^ 

Number  of  re-visits,  18,677,  j 

Number  of  infants  at  age  of  6 months. — 

(i)  Breastfed, 

771 

(ii)  Partially  breast  fed, 

165 

(iii)  Artificially  fed, 

451 
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Number  of  infants  born. — 

(i)  Prematurely,  ... 

(ii)  At  full  time, 

(2)  Children  (1 -5  years). — 

Number  of  children  visited, 
Number  of  first  visits,  24,  ) 
Number  of  revisits.  20.938,  / 

(3)  Expectant  mothers.— 

Number  visited, 

Number  of  first  visits,  137,  ) 
Number  of  re-visits,  5.  ) 

(4)  Nursing  Mothers. — 

Number  of  first  visits,  46,  ) 
Number  of  re-visits,  110,) 

(5)  Visits  of  special  enquiry,  ... 


17 

1,846 

6,786 

20,962 


133 

142 

156 

313 


Ante-Natal  Consultations — 


Three  sessions  of  two  hours  are  held  weekly  in  Shaw  Place  Clinic,  and 
one  similar  session  is  held  in  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending, 

Total  number  of  attendances,  j sib^ueut,  1,510*  j 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy. — 

Abnormal  presentation, 

Albuminuria,... 

Contracted  Pelvis, 

Doubtful  pregnancy,  ... 

Haemorrage,  ... 

Oedema, 

Toxaemia, 

Threatened  and  complete  abortion, 
Threatened  eclampsia,... 

Other  conditions, 

Anaemia  and  debility, 

Cardio- vascular  conditions,  ..  ... 

Dental  conditions, 

Digestive  conditions, 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 

Oenito-urinary  conditions, 

Gynaecological  conditions, 

Nervous  conditions, 

Respiratory  conditions, 

Skin  conditions, 

Other  conditions, 

No  abnormality  present — advice  given, 


756 

2,170 


33 

8 

21 

11 

3 
8 

30 

15 

1 

23 

117 

35 

89 

237 

7 

30 

98 

7 

56 

4 

74 

83 
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Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations — 


Two  sessions  of  two  hours  duration  are  held  weekly  in  Shaw 
Clinic,  and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  in  Craigieknowes  < 'linic. 

, „ , ( First,  476,  ) 

Number  of  attendances,  j SubBequent|  866,  l 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Anaemia  and  debility, 

Cardio-vascular  conditions, 

Digestive  conditions, 

Dental  conditions, 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 

Eye  conditions, 

Genito  urinary  conditions, ... 

Gynaecological  conditions, ... 

Nervous  conditions, 

Respiratory  conditions, 

Skin  conditions,  ... 

Other  conditions,  ... 

No  abnormality — advice  given, 


Place 


1.342 


•2 14 

5 

23 

93 

111 

6 
20 
26 

8 

37 

13 

31 

60 


Child  Welfare  Consultations. 


Two  sessions  of  two  hours  are  held  weekly  in  Shaw  Place  Clinic  and  two 
similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 

Total  number  of  children  attending  : - 


Under  one  year  of  age,  ( 
Over  one  year  of  age,  ) 


at  30th  June,  1931, 


Number  of  first  attendances 


8,170 
ft  26 


Under  oue  year  of  age, 

Over  one  year  of  age, 

Total  number  of  attendances  : — 

Under  one  year  of  age, 

Over  one  year  of  age, 

Illnesses  Recorded  : - 


939 

2o4 


6.881 

3.551 


Anaemia,  debility  aud  marasmus,  ...  ...  ...  278 

Dental  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Digestive  conditions,  ..  ...  ...  ...  299 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions.  ...  ...  ...  66 

Eye  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Genito-urinary  conditions, ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Glandular  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Infectious  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Respiratory  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Rickets,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 ■ 

Septic  conditions, .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Skin  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204  J 

Other  conditions.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

No  abnormality  vaccination  performed.  ...  ...  188 

No  abnormality — advice  given,  ...  ...  ...  559 
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Special  Treatment  Centres — 

Teeth — Corporation  Dental  Clinic. 

Number  of  attendances 

Mothers,  expectant,  79, 

Mothers,  nursing,  150, 

Children, 

Work  carried  out  : — 

Mothers. — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (local  anaesthetic), 

„ „ „ (no  anaesthetic), 

Gums  treated, 

Advice  given, 

Children. — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (local  anaesthetic), 

,,  ,,  „ (no  anaesthetic),... 

Gums  treated. 

Advice  given, 

Number  of  dentures  supplied. — 

Upper  and  lower  dentures, 

Upper  denture, 

Eyes — Greenock  Eye  Infirmary. 

Children,  ... 

Nursi  ng  and  expectant  moth 
Summary  of  conditions  present. — 

Children. — 

Conjunctival  conditions, 

Corneal  conditions, 

Eyelid  conditions, 

Lachrymal  conditions,... 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum, 

Ophthalmia,  other, 

Refraction  errors, 

Mothers. — 

Refraction  errors, 

Conjunctival  conditions, 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat— Greenock  Dispensary. — 

Number  of  attendances,  j Nurliug”and  expectant  moth 
Summary  of  conditions  found. — 

Children. — 

Diseases  of  ear, 

„ nose. 

,,  throat, 

„ mouth, 

,,  lymphatic  glands. 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids, 


Number  of  attendances, 


ers, 


ers. 


229 

71 


ito 

0 

14 

15 


58 

5 

1 


1 

1 


1,533 

5 


70 

34 

29 

4 

23 

4 

23 


2 

1 


1,070 

5 


62 

22 

5 

1 

2 

8 
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Operations  performed. — 

Mastoid,  complete, 

Mastoid,  partial,  ... 
Tonsillectomy  and  adenectomv, 


Mothers. — 

Diseases  of  ear, 

„ nose, 

Other  ailments  —Greenock  Royal  Infirmary, — 

Number  of  attendances, 

Number  who  received  in  patient  treatment,  ... 

Summary  of  conditions  found. — 

Bone  and  joint  conditions, 

Ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 
Gastro-intestinal  conditions, 

Genito  urinary  conditions, 

Glandular  conditions,  ... 

Infectious  conditions,  ... 

Injuries  and  fractures, 

Marasmus, 

Minor  conditions, 

Nervous  conditions, 

Respiratory  conditions, 

Septic  conditions, 

Skin  conditions, 

Other  conditions, 


4 

1 

62 


1 

1 


2.529 

105 


15 

16 
160 
104 

50 

9 

205 

17 

153 

9 

S3 

75 

71 

6 


Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic.— 

Number  of  cases  under  one  year  of  age,  12,  ) 
Number  of  cases  over  one  year  of  age,  147,  I 


Number  of  attendances,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,264 

Conditions  treated. — 

Debility  and  underweight,  ...  ...  ...  67 

Marasmus,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 

Rickets,  early,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  6 

,,  pronounced,  ...  ...  ...  70 

Tuberculous  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


The  results  obtained  at  this  clinic  have  been  fairly  satisfactory.  The 
cases  which  respond  best  to  treatment  are  those  of  debility,  rickets  and 
adenitis.  The  lamp  was  iu  use  for  241  hours. 


Food  and  Milk — 

Number  of  applications  received. — 

Food, 

(Sixty-four  expectant  mothers,  and  sixty-six 
nut  sing  mothers  were,  by  special  arrange- 
ment, provided  with  free  soup  daily  from 
the  communal  soup  kitchen  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year). 


Nil. 
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Milk.— 

Mothers,  expectant,  136,  ) 

Mothers,  nursing,  49,  ( 

Children,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

All  of  these  cases  were  certified  on  medical  grounds  as  requiring  milk, 
and  all  were  considered  necessitous.  In  this  way  5,560  gallons  of  milk  were 
supplied  during  the  year  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £‘480. 

Dried  Milk  substitutes.— 


Number  of  children 

on  Glaxo,  ... 

16 

>>  iJ 

Cow  and  Gate,  ... 

• • • 

73 

>> 

Ostermilk, 

... 

28 

Haemolac, 

• • • 

7 

Number  of  mothers 

on  Almata, 

• • • 

5 

Seven  hundred  and  seven  pounds  of  these  foods  were  provided  at  cost 
price,  and  604  were  given  free  in  necessitous  cases  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  £45. 


Measles — 


Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 


householder,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

vr  , . , i from  measles,  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  deaths,  1 c , ’ . , , , , „ 

’ ( from  sequelae,  included  above,  0 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  ...  ...  ...  0 


Whooping  Cough — 

Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 
householder,  ... 

■vr  i c j .u  / from  whooping  cough, 
i lira  er  o ( ea  s,  ^ from  sequelae,  included  above, 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital, 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits, 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged, 


158 

9 

4 

3 

0 

0 


Ophthalmia  N konatokum — 

( by  medical  practitioners,  4,  1 

Number  of  cases  notified,  < by  midwives,  43,  > 49 

( by  institutions,  2,  ) 

Number  of  cases  proved  to  be  gonococcal,  ...  •••  2 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Eye  Infirmary  (out- 
patients), ...  ..  ...  ...  •••  I5 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable  loss 

of  vision,  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 

During  the  year  the  bus  fares  were  paid  in  necessitous  cases  where 
children  were  attending  the  Eye  Infirmary  from  a distance. 
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Provision  of  Midwifery  Services  in  Necessitous  Casks — 


Cases  under  investigation  at  1st  January,  1931, 

... 

33 

Number  of  applications  received, 

... 

197 

Number  of  applications  granted. 

... 

67 

Number  of  applications  not  granted, 

... 

132 

Maternity  benefit, 

118 

Income  over  scale, 

4 

Late  application. 

5 

Other  reasons, 

5 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration 

at  31st 

December,  1931. 

... 

31 

Total  expenditure, 

... 

£65 

Greenock  Corporation  Maternity  Hospital — 


Mothers.  Children. 

Number  in  hospital  at  1st  January,  1931,  6 6 

Number  of  admissions  during  1931, ...  169  0 

Number  of  live  births,  ...  ...  0 123 

Number  of  stillbirths,  ...  ...  0 7 

Number  of  deaths,  ...  ...  7 7 

Number  of  discharges,  ...  ...  165  143 

Numberin  hospital  at  31st  December,  1931,  3 3 


(1)  Ante-natal  cases — 


46 


Condition  Found. 


10  Albuminuria, 


8 

4 

2 

2 


15  False  labour, 

1 Pernicious  vomiting, 

2 Eclampsia, 


16  Ante-partum  Haemorr- 
hage,- 


Result  of  Treatment. 

delivered  aud  reccvered. 
transferred  to  Royal  Infirmary  unde- 
livered. 

discharged  undelivered, 
delivered,  transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital. 

delivered,  discharged  well, 
discharged  undelivered, 
delivered  stillbirth,  discharged  well, 
transferred  to  Gateside  Hospital,  one 
undelivered. 

treated  and  discharged  undelivered, 
delivered,  discharged  well 
died  undelivered. 


2 Ante-natal  observation, 


discharged  undelivered. 


(2)  Abortions — 


Condition  Found. 
5 Complete  abortions, 


Results  of  Treatment, 
treated  and  discharged  well. 
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(3)  A lino- inal  and  Complicated  Confinements,  49 


Condition  Found. 


20  Contracted  pelvis. 


6 Delay  in  2nd  stage. 


3 Eclampsia. 


6 Placeuta  Praevia. 


6 Breech  presentation. 


8 Twin  pregnancy, 


Result  of  Treatment. 

1>  2 normal  delivery,  discharged  well. 

7 caesarean  section,  discharged  well. 

I craniotomy,  delivered  stillbirth,  died. 
2 delivered  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

5 forceps  delivery,  discharged  well. 

1 version  and  forceps  delivery,  dis- 
charged well. 

1 version,  discharged  well. 

1 forceps  delivery,  died. 

13  forceps  delivery,  discharged  well. 

1 breech,  delivered  stillbirth,  discharged 
well. 

\ delivered,  transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital. 

1 forceps  delivery,  transferred  to  Gate- 
side  hospital.  f 

( 1 delivered,  discharged  well. 

- 1 delivered  stillbirth,  died. 

( 1 delivered  twins  (1  stillbirth)  died. 

!3  delivered  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

1 delivered,  discharged  well. 

1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth,  discharged 
well. 

1 version,  died. 

/ 1 delivered  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

L 5 delivered,  discharged. 

1 delivered,  discharged  well. 

2 transverse  presentation,  delivered,  dis- 
charged well. 

1 breech,  delivered,  discharged  well. 

1 albuminuria,  transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital. 

1 forceps  delivery  (1  stillbirth),  dis- 
charged well. 

1 delivered,  discharged  well. 

, 1 delivered  (I  stillbirth)  discharged  well. 


(4)  Other  cases  of  confinement. — 

(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  ...  ...  ...  67 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical  attend- 

ance at  delivery,  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(c)  Number  of  instrumental  deliveries,  exclusive  of 

those  appearing  under  (3),  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  morbidity,  ...  8 
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(e)  Number  of  cases  under  (d)  in  which  delivery  was 
instrumental, 


(f)  Number  of  deaths, 

Eclampsia, 

Placenta  Praevia, ... 

Caesarean  Section, 

(5)  Number  of  infants  born,  { stillborn. 

Number  of  sets  of  twins, 

Both  alive, 

1 stillborn,  1 alive, 


4 

1 

2 


6 

2 


(6)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old,  ... 

(7)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  sepsis  removed 

from  institution, 


1 


123 

24 

8 


t 

6 


(8)  Post-natal  cases,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Hospitals  for  Sick  Children — 

Children’s  Hospital,  Shaw  Place. — 

Number  in  hospital  at  1st  January,  1931, 

Number  admitted  during  1931, 

Number  discharged, 

Number  died, 

Number  remaining  in  hospital  at  31st  December.  1931, 
Average  period  of  residence, 


19 

157 

127 

28 

21 


44.2  days. 
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The  full  o vinor  wern  the  conditions  present  and  the  results  of 
treatment  in  children  admitted  during  1931: — 

O 


Condition. 

Cases. 

Improved. 

Not  Improved. 

Died. 

Transferred  to 

Gateside 

Hospital. 

Transferred  to 
Greenock  Royal 
Infirmary. 

Sent  borne  with 
Chickenpox. 

Cases  remaining 
at  31st 

December,  1931. 

Accident,  to  Head,  ... 

i 

1 

Bronchitis, 

13 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions,  ... 

2 

2 

Debility, 

35 

19 

1 

2 

1 

12 

Diarrhoea  and  vomit- 

iug, 

4 

2 

2 

Gastro-enteritis, 

14 

9 

1 

3 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis,  ... 

1 

1 

Jaundice, 

1 

1 

Marasmus. 

27 

14 

3 

8 

1 

1 

Meningitis,  

2 

2 

Mental  deficiency,  ... 

i 

1 

Pneumonia, 

9 

5 

2 

2 

Purpura,  

1 

1 

... 

Rickets,  

27 

24 

1 

2 

Septic  conditions, 

4 

4 

Skin  conditions, 

7 

5 

1 

1 

Tetany, 

i 

i 

Tuberculosis  of  lung, 

i 

1 

Tuberculous  periton- 

2 

i 

1 

itis,  ... 

Tuberculous  of  spine, 

1 

1 

! 

Underweight,... 

3 

3 

Total, 

157 

93 

13 

25 

2 

2 

1 

21 

Five  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  tiie  year. 

One  case  of  chicken  pox  was  sent  home.  One  case  of  whooping  cough, 
one  of  diphtheria  and  one  of  scarlet  fever  were  transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital.  In  addition  one  of  the  nursing  staff  was  sent  to  hospital 
suffering  from  scarlet  fever. 

MIL) WIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

Births  : — 


Total 
number  of 
births 
(notified). 

'total 
number  of 
deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10 
days). 

Number 
of  births 
attended 
by 

midwives. 

Number  of 
deaths  of  new- 
born children 
(within  10  days) 
occurring  in  the 
practice  of  mid- 
wives. 

Number  of 
cases  not  attended 
by  doctor  or 
midwife. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1,863 

58 

1,416 

38 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 


Total  number 
of  cases. 

Number  of  cases 
occurring  in  the  practice 
of  midwives. 

Number  of  cases 
occurring  where  confine- 
ment not  attended  by 
doctor  or  midwife. 

49 

43 

Nil. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis: — 


Total 
number  of 
cases. 

Total 

number  of 
deaths. 

Number  of 
cases  occurring 
in  the 
practice  of 
midwives. 

Number  of 
deaths 
occurring  in 
the  practice 
of  mid  wives. 

Number  of 
cases  occurring 
where  confinement 
not  at  tended  by 
doctor  or  midwife 
during  1931. 

4 

2 

2 

Nil. 

Cases. 

NiL 

Deaths. 

Nil. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Total 

number  of 
cases. 

Total 
number  of 
deaths. 

Number  of 
cases  occurring 
in  the 
practice  of 
midvvives. 

Number  of  ; Number  of 

deaths  I ,cases  °°iUrrlne  , 

where  confinement 
occurring  m nofc  attended  hy 

ic  pi  ac  ice  doctor  or  mid  wife 

of  mid  wives.  during  1931. 

26 

1 

,3 

j Cases. 

Deaths. 

Nil.  I Nil. 

Nil. 

Cases  of  Stillbirth  (Dead  Born  Children)  : — 


Total  number  of  cases  during  1931. 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in 
the  practice  of  midwives  during  1981. 

75 

43 

Of  the  cases  24  occurred  in  the  Maternity  Hospital,  where  abnormal 
cases  are  treated. 
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Cases  of  Emergency  : — 

There  were  519  cases  of  emergency,  namely  : — 

A nte-natal. 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  34  ; Debility,  12  ; Eclampsia,  4 ; False 
Labour,  1 ; Hyperemesis,  1 ; Oedema,  12;  Threatened  and  Complete 
Abortion,  17  ; Heart  Disease,  1. 

Intra-natal. 

Abnormal  presentation,  47  ; Adherent  placenta,  30  ; Delayed  labour, 
102  ; Contracted  pelvis,  24  ; Maternal  distress,  6 ; Precipitate  labour, 
1 ; Torn  perineum,  101  ; Twin  pregnancy,  2. 

Post-natal. 

Abdominal  pains,  13 ; Post  partum  haemorrhage,  3 ; Puerperal 
debility,  4 ; Pvrexia.  18  ; Respiratory  conditions,  3 ; Septic  conditions, 
L ; Threatened  phlegmasia,  2 ; Urinary  conditions,  6. 

Child. 

Congenital  deformity,  9 ; Eve  conditions,  2 ; Illness  of  child,  24  ; 
Prematurity,  18  ; Skin  conditions,  1 ; Stillbirth,  20. 

Notification — 

The  following  notifications  required  under  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives  Board  and  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations  (Scotland),  1918,  were  received  : — 


Supervision  ; — 

Fifty  five  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within  the 
burgh,  but  only  30  were  actually  in  practice.  Of  the  latter  25  resided  in 
the  bnrgh  of  Greenock,  4 in  the  burgh  of  Port  Glasgow,  and  1 in  the 
burgh  of  Gourock. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Midwives  during  the  year,  and  the  work  of  the  midwives  has 
been  quite  satisfactorily  performed. 

A few  of  the  mid  wives  are  still  somewhat  suspicious  and  reluctant  to 
advise  their  patients  to  attend  the  ante-natal  centre,  but  on  the  whole  the 
attitude  of  the  midwives  improved  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


Notification  of  Stillbirth,  - 

Notification  of  having  advised  artificial  feeding,  - 
Notification  of  death,  - 
Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body, 
Notification  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection, 
Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
Notification  of  patients  failure  to  follow  advice,  - 


33 

21 

18 

20 

2 

43 

103 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Males. — 

There  was  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment 
of  patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease  at.  the  >*peci-<i  treat- 
ment centre,  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary,  during  the  year.  The 
existing  premises  are  at  present  adequate  and  sufficient  tor  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  used. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  figures  for  the  years 
during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation: — 


Year 

ending 

31st  December. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

1923 

182 

1,592 

5,970 

7,562 

1924 

160 

2,054 

6,436 

8,490 

1925 

178 

2,363 

7,707 

10.070 

1926 

176 

2,923 

10,118 

13,041 

1927 

1S9 

2,845 

11,245 

14,090 

1928 

194 

3,083 

11, 46S 

14,551 

1929 

182 

3,373 

7,188 

10,561 

1930 

179 

3,043 

7,351 

10,394 

1931 

147 

2,723 

6,039 

8,762 

In  past  years  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the  annual  return  in 
connection  with  thu  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  to  extend  from 
May  to  May,  but  this  has  now  beeu  altered,  and  the  figures  given 
below  will  in  future  be  as  in  other  sections,  front  January  to 
December. 

During  the  period  16t,h  May  to  31st  December,  1931,  111 
specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by  the  Wasserman  test  in  the 
Public  Health  laboratory,  Glasgow,  while  17  scrapings  for 
spirochetes,  and  520  smears  for  gonococci  were  dealt  with  in  the 
centre. 
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The  different  types  of  cases  dealt  with  were  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Case. 

| On  register 
16th  May, 
1931. 

New  Cases. 

Ceased  to 
attend. 

Transferred 
to  other 
centres. 

T3 

a> 

bo 

b 

at 

O 

3 

'd 

<D 

s 

| Remaining 
1 31st  Decem- 
| ber,  1931. 

Syphilis, 

69 

14 

13 

1 

1 

68 

Gonorrhoea, 

37 

36 

22 

4 

ii 

36 

Soft  chancre, 

1 

1 

Mixed  infections, 

1 

1 

Other  conditions  (non-venereal), 

5 

32 

1 

29 

7 

Two  patients  were  admitted  to  Craw  Road  Hospital,  Paisley, 
for  treatment,  and  the  average  stay  per  patient  was  133  days. 


Females. — 

The  at  tendance  at  the  clinic  at  Craigieknowes  still  continues  to 
be  satisfactory,  the  numbers  showing  an  eucouraging  upward 
trend  throughout  the  year. 

As  before,  the  majority  of  cases  under  treatment  were  not  of  an 
acute  type,  but,  nevertheless,  the  results  of  treatment  were  quite 
gratifying 

The  following  Table  shows  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
years  diving  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation  : — 


Period  under  Review. 

New  Cases 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

24th  November 
to 

31st  December, 
1929. 

12 

107 

7 

114 

1930. 

100 

1,209 

127 

1,336 

1931. 

128 

2,061 

498 

2,519 

One  hundred  and  two  specimens  of  blood  were  examined  by 
the  Wassermanu  test  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Glasgow, 
while  95  smears  were  examined  at  the  centre. 
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The  following  Table  gives  information  rewarding  the  type  of 
cases : — 


Type  of  Case. 

On  Register 
16th  May,  1931. 

New  Cases. 

Censed 
to  attend. 

Transferred 
| to 

Other  Centres. 

5 .S'* 

* fcfl  — s T 

Z 5 ‘Z  O 

J - 

O — £ — 

3 -w 

5 “ £ 

cc 

Syphilis, 

38 

33 

31 

— — 40 

Gonorrhoea, 

12 

28 

18 

— 

— — 22 

Mixed  Infections, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

Other  Conditions, 

(non-venereal), 

7 

38 

— 

— 

29-16 

| 1 

One  patient  was  admitted  to  Craw  Eoad  Hospital,  Paisley, 
and  was  under  treatment  there  for  285  days,  being  discharged 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital,  Gate- 
side — 

This  hospital,  as  usual,  provided  excellent  service  during  the 
year  and  no  difficulty  was  encountered  in  gaining  admission  for 
cases  requiring  treatment. 

Owing,  however,  to  the  carrying  out  of  extensive  decoration  of 
the  hospital  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  admitted  was 
much  smal  er  than  usual. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  for  the  following 
information  regarding  the  Treatment  of  cases,  and  the  results 
obtained : — 


41 


I. — Cases  Treated  Classifed  According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

Cases  iu  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1931. 

Admitted 
during  1931. 

Discharged 
during  1931. 

Died  in  Hospital. 

Cases  remaining 
in  Hospital 
31st  December, 
1931. 

Fatality 

Rate. 

Diphtheria, 

9 

118 

101 

4 

22 

3.38 

Erysipelas,  ... 

1 

17 

15 

2 

1 

11.76 

Scarlet  Fever, 

49 

393 

358 

7 

77 

1.78 

Puerperal  Fever,  ... 

3 

27 

28 

1 

1 

3.70 

Measles, 

3 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis, 

10 

35 

16 

15 

14 

42.85 

Others, 

1 

46 

37 

8 

2 

17.39 

Total, 

73 

639 

556 

37 

119 

5.79 

II. — Cases  Classified  According  to  Districts  From 

Which  Admitted. 


District. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1931. 

Admitted 
during  1931. 

Discharged 
during  1931. 

Died  in  Hospital. 

Cases  remaining 
in  Hospital 
3lst  December, 
1931. 

Greenock, 

57 

451 

393 

29 

86 

Gourock, 

12 

70 

70 

2 

10 

Port-Glasgow, 

4 

106 

82 

6 

22 

County, 

... 

12 

11 

1 

Total,  ... 

73 

639 

556 

37 

119 

III. — Average  Period  of  Residence  of  Patients 
Discharged  During  1931. 


Disease. 

Discharged 

during 

1931. 

Aggregate 
Number  of  Days’ 
Residence. 

Average  Days’ 
Residence. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

358 

14,038 

39 

Diphtheria, 

101 

4,228 

41 

Tuberculosis,  .. 

16 

685 

42 

42 


IV.  —Casks  Admitted  from  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 
Classified  According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1931. 

Admitted  1931. 

CO 

5 

be 

~o 

•n 

Died  1931. 

s 

o — 

l §s 
•— 

x — 

« ^ 

Fatality 

Rate. 

Diphtheria,  ... 

7 

66 

59 

3 

11 

4.54 

Erysipelas, 

1 

15 

14 

1 

1 

6.66 

Scarlet  Fever, 

35 

284 

258 

6 

DO 

2.11 

Puerperal  Fever, 

3 

22 

23 

1 

i 

4.54 

Measles, 

3 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

10 

35 

16 

15 

14 

42.85 

Enteric  Fever, 

8 

6 

1 

1 

12.50 

Whooping-  Cough,  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Pneumonia, 

4 

3 

1 

25.00 

Other  Diseases. 

1 

11 

11 

1 

7.14 

West  Renfrewshire  Combination  Smallpox  Hospital. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  duriiig  the  year,  and  there  was 
uo  necessity  to  make  use  of  this  hospital.  All  arrangements 
with  respect  to  it  remain  unaltered. 

Smithston  Hospital. 

Information  regarding  Smithston  Institution  will  be  found 
under  “ Medical  Care  and  Nursing  of  the  Sick  Poor.” 


Ambulance  Arrangements. — 

The  ambulance  arrangements  have  remained  unchanged  during 
the  year. 

Two  ambulance  vehicles  for  general  purposes  are  available 
in  the  burgh.  These  vehicles  are  managed  by  the  Police  Depart- 
ment and  charges  are  normally  made  for  their  use  except  in  the 
case  of  street  accidents. 

It  should  be  a matter  tor  consideration  whether  these  vecliicles 
should  not  be  available  without  charge  in  authorised  cases  as 
payment  of  ambulance  costs  must  quite  often  be  a further  drain 
on  1 income  already  depleted  bv  the  presence  of  illness  in 

the  household. 
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Gateside  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  has  one  ambulance 
vehicle  available  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  This  vehicle  has 
given  excellent  service  during  the  year. 

The  West  Renfrewshire  Smallpox  Combination  Hospital  has 
one  ambulance  available  for  the  purpose  of  the  institution,  but 
there  has  been  no  necessity  to  use  it  during  the  year. 

One  ambulance  vehicle  is  available  for  the  removal  of  sick 
poor  persons  to  Smithston  Hospital. 

MEDTCAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  POOR. 
(T).  Nursing  Service. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  nursing  care 
of  the  sick  poor  during  the  year,  the  work  being  still  carried  out 
by  the  Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Association  under  the 
direction  of  the  District  Medical  Officers. 

(II).  Domiciliary  Medical  Service. — 

General. 

The  main  arrangements  for  this  service  remain  unchanged. 
During  the  year  one  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  appointments 
became  vacant,  and  it  was  not  found  possible  to  obtain  the  services 
of  a successor.  In  that  connection  the  following  report  was 
submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 


Local  A uthority  Poor-Law  Medical  and  Nursing  Service. 

In  February,  1930,  the  Corporation  decided  to  make  no 
alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the  medical  and  nursing 
treatment  of  the  sick  poor  until  the  expiry  of  one  year  in 
order  that  experience  in  the  existing  machinery  could  be 
gained.  That  period  has  now  elapsed  and  the  following 
report  is  accordingly  presented  : — 

The  present  arrangements  for  the  medical  and  nursing 
treatment  of  the  sick  poor  are  briefly  as  follows: — 

The  burgh  is  divided  into  four  districts,  each  consisting 
of  two  municipal  wards.  The  first  district  comprises  wards 
1 and  2,  the  second  wards  3 and  4,  the  third  wards  5 and 
6,  and  the  fourth  district  wards  7 and  8.  For  each  of 
these  districts  one  part-time  medical  practitioner  carries 
out  all  the  necessary  work.  Patients  on  the  poor  roll  who 
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are  able  to  attend  are  dealt  with  at  his  consulting  rooms, 
and  chose  who  are  unable  are  visited  on  receipt  of  a mes- 
sage. All  necessary  vaccinations  and  the  certification  of 
lunatics  and  men'al  defectives  are  carried  out  by  medical 
officers  in  similar  manner.  Persons  applying  for  relief  are 
examined  and  classified  as  occasion  requires  by  the  medical 
officers,  but  in  actual  practice  much  of  this  wotk  is  done 
at  the  public  assistance  office  by  the  medical  officer  of 
the  fourth  district,  who  attends  there  in  the  afternoon. 

All  necessary  drugs  are  prescribed  on  special  forms 
and  dispensed  by  any  chemist  chosen  by  the  patient. 
Thereafter  these  prescriptions  are  sent  to  the  Checking 
Bureau  instituted  under  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Act,  and  uniformity  of  price  is  thus  achieved. 

Any  case  requiring  i.ursing  care  is  notified  by  the 
medical  officer  to  the  District  Nursing  Association,  whose 
nurses  carry  out  his  instructions 

This  system  has  in  the  past  produced  useful  results,  but 
from  a medical  administrative  point  of  view  it  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  entirely  satisfactory.  There  is  at  present 
also  a vacancy  in  the  fourth  district  which  it  has  not  been 
found  possible  to  fill  and  no  applications  have  been  received 
after  the  insertion  of  two  newspaper  advertisements.  Ore 
reason  for  this  is  doubtless  the  fear  on  the  part  of  local 
practitioners  that  the  presence  of  poor-law  patients  in 
their  consulting  room  might  prejudice  the  other  branches 
of  their  practice,  and  there  is  certainly  something  to  be 
said  for  that  point  of  view.  To  get  over  that  difficulty,  and 
with  the  object  of  otherwise  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the 
poor-law  medical  service,  it  is  suggested  that  a central 
clinic  be  instituted  iu  the  offices  of  the  public  health 
department  (provided  accommodation  becomes  available), 
when  a nurse  would  be  in  attendance  to  assist  the  medical 
officer  in  his  work,  both  medical  and  clerical,  and  to  arrange 
for  the  follow-up  of  the  patients  in  their  homes  when 
necessary,  and  generally  to  act  as  a liaison  between  the 
medical  and  nursing  sides  of  the  service.  The  part-time 
services  of  a nurse  from  the  District  Nursing  Association 
could  be  obtained  for  tins  purpose.  Each  medical  officer 
would  attend  at  this  clinic  on  certain  days  at  stated  bouts. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  medical  officers  and 
nurse  become  part-time  officers  of  the  public  health 
department  for  administrative  purposes,  but  that  the  pre- 
sent. relations  between  the  Public  Assistance  Officer  and 
the  medical  officers,  as  far  as  the  distribution  of  work,  etc., 
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is  couceraed,  remain  unchanged.  The  medical  officer  of 
health  would  then  supervise  the  carrying  out  of  the 
medical  and  nursing  duties,  the  keeping  of  records,  and 
control  the  administration  of  the  central  clinic,  etc.  In 
addition  to  these  measures  an  alteration  in  ihe  control  of 
admissions  to  Smithston  Hospital  would  in  all  probability 
have  to  be  made  if  and  when  that  institution  became  a 
local  authority  geoeral  hospital. 

The  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  medicine  should 
remain  as  at  present,  but  the  prescriptions  should  be 
returned  by  the  chemist  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  scrutiny  before  bei ntr  sent  to  the  Checking  Bureau,  and 
it  also  seems  desirable  that  the  granting  of  any  necessary 
surgical  appliances  or  apparatus  should  require  the 
sanction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

At  present  there  is  no  definite  contract  between  the 
Corporation  and  the  Medical  Officers,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  a contract  be  fixed  on  the  lines  ol  that  in  vogue  under 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Acts. 

Such  a scheme  would  entail  very  little  increase  in 
expenditure,  but  would  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
service.  It  would  in  all  probability  also  remove  the 
difficulty  of  tilling  the  present  vacancy,  and  any  similar 
difficulty  occurring  in  the  future. 

This  report  was  considered  by  a Sub-Committee,  but  the  matter 
was  left  in  abeyance  meantime  until  the  year’s  let  of  the  premises 
mentioned  should  expire. 

The  following  numbers  of  persons  received  out-door  relief 
during  the  year  : — 

Men,  ...  ...  ...  ...  713. 

Women,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,173. 

Children  under  10,  ...  ...  ...  175. 

The  problem  of  dealing  with  the  sick  poor  living  in  their  own 
homes  has  been  under  consideration  by  many  local  authorities  in 
Scotland  and  other  methods  of  solution  have  been  propounded. 

The  appointment  of  a whole-time  medical  officer  for  the  woik 
has  been  suggested,  but  this  would  not  be  a satisfactory  arrange- 
ment as  far  as  Greenock  is  concerned,  although,  from  an  admini- 
strative point  of  view,  it  might  have  certain  advantages. 

A panel  system  similar  in  principle  to  that  in  vogue  under  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Acts  has  been  advocated,  and  would 
certainly  be  an  advance  on  the  present  method  in  so  lar  as  it 
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would  tend  to  remove  to  a certaiu  extent  the  obviousness  of  the 
stigma  of  pauperism  in  cases  of  illness,  the  patient  having  a free 
choice  of  any  of  the  doctors  who  were  willing  to  serve  on  such 
a panel. 

The  method  suggested  iu  the  report  given  above  recommends 
the  continuance  of  the  district  medical  officers,  who  would  as  at 
present,  attend  iu  their  homes  patients  unable  to  be  out,  and  give 
advice,  etc.  to  ambulant  cases  at  a corporation  clinic  carried  on 
under  the  public  health  administration.  This  method  would  allow 
of  a satisfactory  linking  up  of  the  nursing  and  medical  sides  of 
the  service,  aud  would  in  other  wavs  produce  a more  efficient 
service.  It  has  beeu  said  that  such  a scheme  would  perpetuate 
the  pauper  stigma  and  that  those  requiring  advice  would  not 
attend,  but  this  assuredly  would  not  be  so.  The  general  clinic 
envisaged  would  be  run  by  the  Public  Health  Department  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  specialised  clinics  dealing  with  tuberculosis, 
m iternity  and  child  welfare,  and  venereal  diseases,  where  there  is 
no  dearth  of  attendances. 

Mental. — 

A Corporation  clinic  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  mental 
diseases  in  their  incipient  stages,  for  which  there  are  no  facilities 
whatever  in  the  burgh,  would  fill  in  a considerable  gap  in  the 
chain  of  Local  Authority  services,  and  would  be  a sound  pro- 
gressive move  in  the  direction  of  disease  prevention.  It  is  well 
knowu  that  there  are  many  persons  in  asylums  whose  certification 
as  insane  and  consequent  detention  might  have  beeu  averted  if 
they  had  received  advice  and  treatment  at  an  early  stage  of 
their  illness. 

If  the  premises  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  institution  of 
a general  medical  centre  become  available,  such  a clinic  could  be 
readily  installed  there,  but  to  be  really  successful,  it  would  require 
to  have  observation  beds  run  in  conjunction  with  it.  Such  beds 
are  already  urgently  required  at  Smirhston  for  the  accommodation 
of  doubtful  cases,  and  when  these  are  provided  this  useful  measure 
will  at  once  become  feasible. 

(III).  Institutional  Medical  Arrangements. — 

Hospital. — 

There  is  no  chiuge  to  record  in  the  facilities  provided  at 
Smithsbou.  As  has  already  be  pointed  out,  this  institution  can 
never  provide  satisfactory  hospital  services  under  existing 
arrangements. 
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Dr.  Leggett’s  Annual  Report  on  Smithston  Poorhouse. 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  condition  and 
administration  of  the  Poorhouse  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1931,  ou  the  lines  indicated  in  the  Board  of  Health 
Circular  No.  VI.,  1923 

There  was  no  special  difficulty  in  accommodating  male 
inmates  requiring  treatment  in  the  hospital  wards  during 
the  year;  the  accommodation  available  for  female  inmates, 
however,  was  barely  sufficient  at  times.  The  arrangement 
for  the  accommodation  of  children  continues  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

There  were  98  patients  (53  male  and  45  female)  in  the 
hospital  wards  on  31st.  December,  1930.  During  the  year 
under  review  304  (193  male  and  111  female)  were  ad- 
mitted, while  259  were  discharged  and  49  died.  There 
were,  therefore,  402  patients  under  treatment.  The  aver- 
age duration  of  stay  was  69  days,  and  the  average  number 
of  beds  occupied  during  the  year  was  89,  the  highest  being 
99  in  December,  and  the  lowest  78  in  September. 

Inmates  who  are  acutely  ill  are  seen  three  times,  and  if 
necessary,  more  frequently  every  day  by  the  Medical 
Officer;  those  who  are  ill,  but  not  acutely  so,  at  least  twice 
daily,  and  those  who  report  themselves  or  are  reported  as 
requiring  medical  attention  are  inspected  at  once  and 
treated  oi  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  classification  of  inmates  is  considered  a matter  of 
daily  routine. 

The  dietary  of  the  hospital  patients  has  been  under 
consideration  and  will  receive  attention. 

There  continued  to  be  difficulty  during  the  year  in 
keeping  the  hospital  staffed  with  a sufficient  number  of 
suitably  trained  nurses  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  employ 
a number  who  do  not  hold  certificates.  The  accommodation 
provided  for  them  is  sufficient  and  suitable. 

The  supply  of  medicines  aud  medical  appliances  is 
sufficient.  Everything  that  appears  necessary  is  ordered 
at  once  without  difficulty. 

The  general  equipment  of  the  wards  is  satisfactory  and 
the  bathing  of  the  sick  is  regularly  carried  out.  Consider- 
able inconvenience  and  some  difficulty  are,  however, 
experienced  in  carrying  out  the  bathing  in  the  hospital 
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wards  at  times,  on  account  of  the  existing  arrangement  for 
the  supply  of  hot  water.  Hot  water  is  not  always  available 
during  the  day,  and  never  after  10  p.m. 

The  wards  are  well  heated  during  the  day  and  ventilation 
receives  careful  attention. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

The  provision  of  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  and 
sick  children,  separate  from  the  ordinary  sick,  might  be 
considered  with  advantage  to  both  classes. 

Offensive  cases  such  as  Itch  are  isolated  in  the  proba- 
tionary wards.  By  arrangement  between  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  aud  the  Inspector  of  Public  Assistance, 
all  patients  who  apply  for  admission  certified  by  an  outside 
doctor  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  are  accommo- 
dated in  the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  until  examined 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  decides  the  disposal 
of  the  case.  All  inmates  who  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Resident  Medical  Officer,  suffering  from  tuberculosis  arc 
notified  and  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  soon 
as  possible.  Infectious  fevers  go  to  Gateside  Hospital. 

Cases  of  venereal  diseases  are  sent  for  treatment  to  the 
venereal  diseases  centres  in  Greenock. 

The  services  of  a Surgeon  in  Greenock  may  be  requisi- 
tioned where  major  operative  measures  appear  to  be 
necessary,  and  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  if 
suitable,  and  accommodation  there  available. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  of  cancer  admitted  are 
inoperable.  When  a case  arises  where  surgical  treatment 
is  considered  necessary  and  justifiable  a surgeon  from 
Greenock  is  called  upon  to  deal  with  it. 

Obstetric  cases  are  in  the  first  instance  sent  to  the 
maternity  ward  for  supervision  and  examination,  especially 
for  albuminuria  and  pelvic  measurements  bv  a C.M.B. 
nurse,  who  reports  to  the  Medical  Officer  on  the  patient’s 
condition.  The  Medical  Officer  thereafter  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  examines  the  patient’s  general  condition  with 
a view  to  ascertaining  the  possible  presence  of  disease  and 
in  advanced  cases,  the  presentation.  The  results  of 
examination  are  recorded  in  a book  kept  for  the  purpose. 
The  process  of  parturition  takes  place  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Medical  Officer,  a nurse  holding  the  C.M.B.  qualifi- 
cation, and  usually  a second  nurse.  Suitable  Silver  Salt 
is  instilled  into  the  eyes  of  the  newly  born  as  a matter  of 
routine. 
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The  ultra-violet  ray  apparatus  continues  in  daily  use 
with  much  advantage. 

Miss  Margaret  D.  Morrison,  Superintendent  of  Nurses, 
left  the  service  by  voluntary  resignation  on  the  19th 
December  on  account  of  ill  health.  Miss  Kathleen  Young, 
a state  registered,  general,  fever,  C.M.B.  and  mental 
trained  nurse,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  She  had 
recently  acted  as  Assistant  Matron  at  Morningside  Asylum, 
Edinburgh. 


Asylum. — 

The  lack  of  observation  beds  in  the  asylum  is  veiy  acutely  felt. 
As  has  beeu  repeatedly  pointed  out  by  the  Medical  Officer,  there 
are  many  cases  who  might  be  admitted  to  such  wards,  kept  under 
observation  for  a period,  and  discharged  as  not  insane,  but  who, 
at  the  moment,  must  be  certified  before  they  can  be  dealt  with. 
The  provision  of  observation  beds,  therefore,  is  an  urgeut  necessity. 


Dr.  Leggett's  Annual  Report  on  Greenock  Parochial 

Asylum. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report,  on  the  Green- 
ock Parochial  Asylum  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1 931 : — 


General  Statistics. — 

On  the  31st  December,  1930,  the  number  of  patients  on 
the  asvlum  register  was  249,  of  which  138  were  men  and 
111  women.  During  the  year  under  review  31  men  and  18 
women  were  admitted,  so  that  the  total  number  under 
treatment  was  298 — that  is  two  less  than  last  year. 

The  number  discharged  was  30;  of  these  17  left  the 
institution  as  ‘ recovered,”  4 were  transferred  to  other 
asylums,  6 were  “boarded  out,”  2 were  discharged  as  “ not 
insane,”  and  one  was  discharged  “relieved”  owing  to 
lapse  of  emergency  certificate. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  17. 

The  names  of  251  patients  remained  on  the  register  on 
the  31st  December,  1931,  of  which  139  were  men  and  112 
women,  being  an  increase  "f  1 man  and  l woman  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  date  last  year. 

The  daily  average  number  resident  was  253. 
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Seven  boarders  were  accommodated  in  the  asylum  for 
variable  periods  during  tlie  year,  chargeable  respectively 
to  Port-Glasgow,  Moray  & Nairn,  Glasgow,  Kirkcudbright, 
Banff,  and  two  suspense  cases. 

There  were  five  service  patients  resident  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  four  of  whom  belong  to  the  burgh  of  Greenock, 
and  one  to  the  county  of  Argyllshire,  no  change  having 
occurred  either  as  regards  numbers  or  individuals  during 
the  year.  The  cost  of  maintenance  and  of  certain  extras 
continues  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  and 
this  arrangement  also  applies  to  the  care  of  the  ex-service- 
man not  in  the  service  patients’  category.  A visit  was  made 
by  the  Government  Inspector  on  the  4th  December,  1931. 
He  gave  a very  favourable  report  on  the  condition  of  these 
men  and  the  treatment  afforded  them. 


Admissions. — 

The  number  of  admissions  was  49,  consisting  of  31  men 
and  18  women  ; that  is  exactly  the  same  number  in  the 
case  of  the  men  and  an  increase  of  2 women  as  compared 
with  last  year.  Thirty-nine  were  admitted  for  the  first 
time,  and  10  were  re-admissions;  of  the  latter  4 had  one 
previous  attack,  3 bad  two  previous  attacks,  and  the 
remaining  3 had  three,  five  and  six  attacks  respectively. 
Two  males  and  two  females  had  been  deported  from 
Canada,  three  males  were  transfers  from  other  asylums, 
and  one  male  was  admitted  from  Gateside  Prison.  No 
patient  was  discharged,  and  re-admitted  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  the  forms  of  mental  disorder  from 
which  those  who  were  admitted  suffered  : — 

Melaucholia,  11;  mania,  10;  dementia  pracox,  10; 
congenital  deficiency,  4;  organic  dementia,  3;  confusiotial 
insanity,  3;  systematised  delusional  insanity,  2;  general 
paralysis,  1 ; moral  deficiency,  1 ; insanity  with  epilepsy, 
1 ; senile  dementia,  1 ; secondary  dementia,  1 ; “ not 
insane,'’  1. 

Aetiology. — 

The  ages  of  those  admitted  ranged  from  17  to  73  years 
and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  male  again  considerably 
exceeded  the  female  admissions. 
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As  regards  causation,  the  chief  predisposing  factors 
appear  to  be  heredity,  congenital  defect  and  premature 
senility.  A large  number  were  in  the  later  adolescent 
period  and  were  quite  characteristic  of  the  type  that  is 
unfit  to  withstand  mental  and  physical  strain  when  sub- 
jected to  such  for  the  first  time.  Admissions  from 
amongst  those  suffering  from  extreme  old  age  were  not  so 
uumerous,  and  there  was  only  one  case  of  epilepsy. 
Definite  organic  lesions  in  the  brain  were  the  cause  of 
very  pronounced,  distressing  and  fatal  symptoms  in  several 
instances. 

Mental  anxiety  and  worry  produced  by  privation  and 
domestic  difficulty,  and  ill  health,  the  result  of  inattention 
to  cleanliness  and  lack  of  proper  nourishing  food,  were 
frequent  exciting  causes  of  exhaustive  and  confusional 
states. 


Discharges. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was 
30;  of  this  number  17  left  the  institution  as  “ recovered,” 
one  vvas  transferred  to  each  of  the  following  asylums, 
namely  : — Moray  District  Asylum,  Crichton  Royal  Asylum, 
Dumfries,  Paisley  District  Asylum,  Kiccart.sbar,  and  Banff 
District  Asylum,  2 were  discharged  as  “ not  insane,”  one 
owiug  to  lapse  of  emergency  certificate,  and  6 were 
‘‘boarded  out”  under  private  guardianship  in  Arran. 
Very  favourable  accounts  have  been  given  of  the  “ boarded 
out  ” patients  by  their  guardians  who  seem  to  have  found 
them  quite  suitable  in  every  way. 

Of  those  discharged  recovered,  3 left  the  asylum  within 
a month,  8 within  six  weeks,  1 within  a year,  2 within  two 
years,  2 within  three  years,  and  one  patient  recovered 
sufficiently  to  be  discharged  after  four  years’  residence. 

The  recovery  rate  for  the  year  calculated  on  all  ad- 
missions, including  transfers  from  other  asylums,  was 
34.7%,  which  is  slightly  above  the  average  recovery  late 
for  aft  district  asylums  in  Scotland  for  1930,  but  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  recovery  rate  of  42.5%  for  this 
asylum  last  year. 

There  were  no  escapes  during  the  year,  and  fortunately 
no  serious  accidents  or  suicidal  attempts. 
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Deaths. — 

Eleven  meu  and  six  women  died  during  the  year,  being 
a decrease  of  5 as  compared  with  last  year,  aDd  an  increase 
of  3 as  compared  with  1929.  The  death-rate,  calculated 
on  the  daily  average  number  resident,  was  6.7^/  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  death-rate  of  8.0^  for  all  district 
asylums  in  Scotlaud  for  1930. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Chronic  cardiac  disease,  3 ; general  paralysis,  3 ; organic 
brain  disease,  2;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2;  broncho- 
pneumonia, 2;  senile  decay,  2,  cardio-vascular  degener- 
ation, 1 ; cancer  of  stomach,  1 ; cerebral  haemorrhage,  1. 

Two  patients  were  so  seriously  ill  on  admission  that  they 
only  lived  for  5 and  9 days  respectively,  two  died  within  2 
weeks  and  two  within  4 weeks.  On  the  other  hand,  two 
female  patients  had  been  resident  in  the  institution  for  20 
and  32  years  respectively.  Three  patients  were  over  70, 
one  being  77  at  time  of  death. 


Special  Illnesses. — 

On  the  21st  October,  the  throat  swab  of  a female  patient 
was  reported  as  positive  to  infection  by  diphtheria  and  on 
the  22nd  October  a similar  report  was  made  tu  the  case  of 
a secoud  female  patient.  Consequently  further  swabs  in 
the  cases  of  forty  contacts  were  sent  to  Gateside  for 
examination,  with  the  result  that  seven  of  these  were 
definitely  positive  and  four  were  suspicious.  Thirteen 
female  patients  were  forthwith  put  in  strict  isolation,  and 
all  contacts  sorted  out  and  confined  to  the  sick  ward  for 
observation.  Subsequently  24  additional  swabs  in  the 
cases  of  possible  contacts  were  examined,  and  all  reported 
negative.  The  throats  of  53  female  patients  and  11  nurses 
in  all  were  swabbed,  with  the  result  that  13  patients  were 
found  to  be  infected,  but  no  nurses  returned  positive 
reactions.  Forty-five  patients  were  injected  with  diph- 
theria antitoxin  on  the  24th  and  25th  October. 

Swabs  of  the  13  isolated  patients  were  sent  at  weekly 
intervals  from  14th  November  for  examination,  and  five 
having  returned  three  successive  negative  results  by  the 
end  of  November,  were  removed  from  isolation.  Six 
remained  in  isolation  at  the  31st  December. 
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Oa  the  10t,h  December  a positive  swab  was  returned  in 
the  case  of  a male  patient.  He  was  at  once  isolated. 
Eighteen  other  male  patients  were  swabbed,  but  all 
returned  negative  resuhs. 

No  deaths  occurred  as  the  result  of  the  above,  and  one 
patient  only,  the  first  positive  swab,  showed  symptoms  of 
constitutional  illness. 

No  information  is  available  concerning  the  original 
source  of  infection. 

The  presence  of  such  cases  in  the  asylum,  especially  in 
the  crowded  state  of  the  wards,  and  the  difficulty  of  satis- 
factory isolation,  gave  rise  to  much  anxiety,  aud  consider- 
able additional  work  devolved  on  the  nursing  staff. 

The  Senior  Charge  Nurse  developed  paratyphoid  fever 
and  was  absent,  from  duty  from  1st  April  to  21st  August. 

A probationer  nurse  and  a senior  attendant  developed 
scarlet  fever  and  were  absent  from  duty  from  the  13th 
June  to  18th  July,  and  from  24th  April  to  17th  June 
respectively.  The  attendant’s  illness  was  complicated  by 
rheumatism. 

In  none  of  these  cases  was  the  immediate  source  of 
infection  ascertained. 

Several  other  members  of  the  staff  were  off  duty  for 
short  periods  on  account  of  miuor  ailments. 


Staff. — 

Miss  Margaret  D.  Morrison,  who  had  been  Superinten- 
dent of  Nurses  for  three  years,  left  the  service  on  the  19th 
December  on  account  of  persistent  recurring  ill  health. 
Miss  Kathleen  Young,  who  holds  the  State  Registered 
Certificates  of  General  Training,  of  Mental  Training,  Fever 
and  C. M B.,  and  who  had  been  Assistant  Matron  at  the 
Edinburgh  Royal  Asylum,  Morningside,  for  two  and  a 
half  years,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

At  the  nursing  examination  of  the  Royal  Medico- 
Psychological  Association  held  in  May,  one  nurse  passed 
the  final  part  with  distinction , and  six  candidates  passed 
the  preliminary  examination.  One  nurse  and  one 


attendant,  the  former  with  distinction,  qualified  at  the 
November  final  examination.  There  were  no  failures 
during  the  year,  and  all  members  of  the  nursing  staff 
continue  to  be  up  to  d^e  as  regards  examinations. 

Five  senior  attendants  who  had  received  their  trainii  g 
here,  uud  obtained  the  nursing  certificate  white  on  the 
staff,  were  appointed  to  the  Mental  Nursing  Service  of  the 
Glasgow  Corporation.  As  it  takes  three  years’  experience 
and  training  to  become  eligible  for  the  necessary  examin- 
ations and  certificate  which  entitles  a nurse  to  be  put  in  a 
position  of  responsibility,  the  loss  of  so  many  trained  staff 
was  a somewhat  serious  event  in  many  respects. 


Entertainment. 

On  account  of  the  presence  of  a number  of  patients  in 
the  wards  with  throats  infected  with  diphtheria,  referred 
to  already,  and  the  necessity  for  an  attempt  to  curtail  the 
spread  of  infection  by  isolation,  the  customary  weekly 
dances  and  monthly  entertainments  were  not  held  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  nor  did  the  patients  attend  the 
Sunday  afternoon  Church  Service.  It  was  also  considered 
advisable  to  stop  the  routine  visitation  of  patients  by  their 
re'atives  on  Saturday  afternoons.  These  restrictions  were 
unfortunately  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  patients,  but 
caused  considerable  disappointment  amongst  those  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  various  functions. 

The  usual  dances,  entertainments,  etc.,  were,  of  course, 
held  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  tour  motor  coach 
excursions  to  the  beach  at  West  Kilbride  during  the 
summer  months.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Control  was  present  at  one  of  the  latter.  They  are  greatly 
enjoyed  and  appreciated. 

A wireless  apparatus  has  been  installed,  and  has  been  in 
constant  use  since  September  The  apparatus  is  controlled 
from  the  Head  Attendant’s  office  with  a loud  speaker  in 
two  of  the  male  w:ards,  and  three  of  the  female  wards.  It 
has  worked  most  satisfactorily,  and  is  a source  of  much 
entertaiumeut  and  interest  to  the  patients. 
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A number  of  visit's  were  paid  to  the  wards  by  Miss 
McKirdv  and  the  ladies  of  the  Brabazon  Society,  who 
provided  entertainment  in  the  form  of  tea  parties,  music, 
singing  and  literature.  These  ladies  are  very  kind  and 
pleasant  in  their  attitude  towards  the  patients,  and  take 
a great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  matter.  Their  visits  are  a 
source  of  much  interest  and  enjoyment  in  every  respect. 
Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  those  friends  who  come  out  to 
entertain  at  the  end  of  each  month  and  at.  Christmas  and 
New  Year. 

A number  of  male  patients  under  the  supervision  of 
Attendants  continue  to  be  usefully  employed  in  the 
garden,  grounds  and  wards,  and  a similar  number  of 
female  patients  in  the  lauodry  and  throughout  the  wards 
with  needlework  and  household  work.  Employment  is 
always  helpful,  so  long  as  it  is  properly  regulated  and 
supervised  in  each  individual  case,  and  no  undue  hardships 
or  exposure  permitted. 

Sixteen  patients  are  allowed  “parole”  in  the  grounds 
about  the  institution,  and  three  outside  the  grounds. 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  loyal  sup- 
port of  the  various  members  of  the  staff  who  have  assisted 
me  so  ably  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patients, 
especially  those  who  have  had  charge  of  the  bodily  sick  as 
well  as  mentally  sick. 

H.M.  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Control  paid  official 
visits  on  18th  February  and  13th  Au.ust.  Favourable 
reports  were  made  after  each  visit. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  the  Convener,  Members  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  support  and 
assistance  which  T received  in  carrying  out.  my  duties 
during  the  year.  1 am  especially  grateful  for  the  con- 
sideration shown  me,  and  for  the  arrangements  made  to 
relieve  me  from  duty  during  my  recent  serious  illness. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

All  bacteriological  examinations  of  specimens  connected  with 
infectious  disease  were,  as  formerly,  carried  out  by  the  Medical 
Superintendent  of  Gateside  Hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  and  results  of  the 
examinations  made: — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Throat  mucus,  ... 

76 

533 

609 

Sputum, 

31 

266 

297 

Blood. 

6 

39 

45 

Cerebro-suinal  fluid, 

2 

4 

6 

Faeces, 

... 

1 

1 

Lochial  discharge, 

I 

1 

Vaginal  ,, 

i 

7 

8 

Cervical  ,, 

i 

1 

Urethral  ,, 

i 

1 

Fluid  from  abscess, 

i 

1 

Pus,  ... 

7 

7 

Pleural  fluid, 

. . . 

2 

2 

Urine, 

4 

4 

Total, 

117 

S66 

9S3 

The  institution  of  a corporation  laboratory  is  still  in  abeyance, 
but  as  there  is  a possibility  of  more  commodious  premises  being 
provided  for  the  department’s  offices,  the  matter  may  come  up 
again  in  the  near  future. 


SERA,  VACCINES,  AND  INSULIN. 

Anti- Diphtheria  Serum. — The  emergency  supply  of  diph- 
theria antitoxin  at  the  Public  Health  Office  and  the  Central 
Police  Station  was  kept  up  during  the.  year.  Three  hundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand  units  were  purchased  at  a cost  of  £14  14s  Id. 

Anti-Meningococcus  Serum. — None  of  this  serum  was  pur- 
chased during  the  year  and  none,  was  issued. 

T.A  B.  Vaccine. — Six  individual  doses  and  a 25  c.c.  phial 
were  purchased  at  a cost  of  £2  7s  lOd  and  that  amount,  with  an 
additional  individual  dose,  was  sent  to  Dr.  Leggett  for  the 
immunisation  of  the  Srnithston  Asylum  staff. 

Insulin.  — Forty-one  thousand  units  were  purchased  during 
the  year  at  a cost  ol  £27  6s  8d  and  39,700  units  were  supplied  to 
eight  patients  under  tlie  approved  arrangements. 
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PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  the  year  1931  sixty-nine  inward  bound  liners  from 
Canada  were  boarded  by  the  staff  of  the  department;  fifty-thiee 
of  these  ships  arrived  outwith  the  usual  office  hours.  This  is 
again  a record  number  of  calling  passenger  vessels,  the  figures 
being  as  follows  : — 


1924, 

... 

12 

1925. 

24 

1926, 

20 

1927, 

... 

... 

28 

1928, 

49 

1929, 

,,, 

63 

1930, 

... 

66 

1931, 

• • • 

... 

69 

The  total  number  of  passengers  landed  from  these  ships  was 
9,424,  of  whom  862  were  aliens  and  146  alie:  s in  transit  to  other 
countries.  Ninty-nine  aliens  were  examined  at  the  request  of 
the  Immigration  Officers  and  in  two  cases  medical  certificates 
were  issued. 

One  case  of  erysipelas,  one  of  chickenpox,  one  of  broncho- 
pneumonia, one  of  measles,  one  of  tonsillitis,  and  one  of  tuber- 
culosis of  the  spine  were  removed  to  Gateside  Hospital,  and  two 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  taken  to  Smitbston  Pavilion 
for  treatment,  while  three  general  cases  were  removed  to  Greenock 
Royal  Infirmary.  Eight  mental  cases  were  taken  in  charge  by 
the  Public  Assistance  Department. 

Two  outward  bound  ships  were  also  boarded  and  two  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  and  one  of  tonsillitis  were  removed  to  Gateside 
Hospital. 

The  above  figures  include  the  liner  S.S.  “ Montclare ” which 
ran  aground  on  Little  Cumbiae  on  21st  March,  1931.  The  usual 
supervisory  work  was  carried  out  in  this  case  at  the  railway 
station  at  Largs,  one  case  of  chickenpox  being  removed  to  Gate- 
side  Hospital,  and  a contact  being  accommodated  in  the  Reception 
House  over  the  week-end  in  view  of  the  special  circumstances. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Deratisation  of  Ships)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1929,  the  procedure  remained  unchanged  and  every 
ship  coming  from  abroad  was  visited  as  soon  as  practicable  by  a 
member  of  the  staff.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Harbour  Trust 
officials  for  their  continued  help  and  constant  co-operation. 

Sixty-five  ships  were  thus  visited  in  the  harbours  of  the  burgh 
and  a general  survey  was  carried  out  in  each  case.  The  cargo 
discharged  by  these  vessels  was  as  follows: — Sugar,  40 ; Cotton 
Seed,  5;  Linseed,  3;  Timber,  3;  Molasses,  1;  Phosphates,  1; 
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Machinery,  1;  while  five  docked  for  bunkers,  four  for  over- 
hauling, one  was  a pleasure  craft  and  one  a naval  vessel. 
The  usual  precautions  to  prevent  the  egress  of  rats  from  these 
ships  were  insisted  upon  in  every  case.  Of  these  65  ship.-  35 
produced  valid  deratisation  certificates  and  15  valid  deraii- 
sation  exemption  certificates,  all  issued  in  accordance  with 
article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary  Convention  of  Paris. 
Five  ships  produced  valid  deratisation  certificates,  hut  not  on  tl  e 
international  form.  In  two  cases  certificates  did  not  appear  to 
be  essential. 

Of  the  eight  ships  whose  certificates  were  not  valid,  six  were 
examined  and  exemption  certificates  were  issued,  oue  w *s  allowed 
to  proceed  to  her  home  port  as  the  additional  month  allowed 
under  these  circumstances  had  not  expired,  and  since  the 
remaining  vessel  was  only  discharging  a small  portion  of  her 
cargo,  she  was  permitted  to  leave,  the  port  of  destination  being 
notified. 

Eighteen  deratisation  exemption  certificates  were  granted  by 
the  department,  seven  in  the  case  of  vessels  whose  certificate  had 
expired  on  arrival  in  the  port,  6 in  respect  of  new  vessels,  and  5 
in  the  case  of  ships  overhauling  iu  the  docks  and  private  yards. 
No  deratisation  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  health  of  the  crews  on  the  whole  was  very  good,  and  no 
case  of  illness  required  hospital  treatment. 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Imports)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
continued  iu  force  during  the  year  and  three  notices  were  issued 
under  the  regulations;  in  each  case  the  necessary  undertaking 
was  Yeceived. 


DISINFECTION. 


House  Disinfection. — 

No  change  was  made  iu  the  arrangements  for  house  disinfection 
during  the  year,  and  the  use  of  Izal  and  Formalin  as  a spray  was 
found  to  tie  quite  satisfactory. 

Twenty-one  disinfections  were  carried  out  following  diseases 
which  were  not  considered  infectious,  and  appropriate  charge 
was  made. 
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Disinfecting  Station. 

The  work  at  the  disinfecting  station  was  carried  out  on  the 
same  general  lines  as  last  year,  and  the  plant  gave  satisfactory 
service  during  the  period.  The  usual  overhauls  and  minor 
repairs  were  carried  out.  The  steam  boiler  was  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  order. 

The  number  of  articles  dealt  with  totalled  13,184,  and  of 
these  12,204  were  disinfected  and  washed,  519  were  disinfected 
only,  while  461  were  destroyed. 

Of  the  articles  disinfected,  6,739  were  subjected  to  steam  under 
pressure,  and  5,771  were  disinfected  with  antiseptic  solution,  166 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Clayton  apparatus,  and  47  by  formalde- 
hvde  This  number  includes  a large  number  of  mattresses  from 
a passenger  ship  undergoing  refit,  which  were  fumigated  with 
sulphur. 


RECEPTION  HOUSE. 

The  Reception  House  was  not  made  use  of  to  any  extent  for  the 
isolation  of  contacts  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  Nine 
families  comprising  thirty-one  persons,  were  housed  for  periods 
amounting  in  all  to  99  days,  the  average  stay  per  person  being 
11  days. 

Six  of  these  persons  were  taken  to  the  Reception  House  to 
allow  of  disinfection  after  scarlet  fever  while  one  was  admitted 
for  cleansing  and  disinfection  on  account  of  vermin  infestation. 
One  person,  the  mother  of  a child  suffering  from  chickenpox,  who 
was  removed  to  hospital  from  a liner  stranded  in  the  firth,  was 
housed  over  a week-end.  The  remaining  23  persons  were 
admitted  in  order  that  satisfactory  disinfection  of  house,  beddmg 
and  personal  clothing  might  be  carried  out  on  account  of  scabies, 
the  disease  being  treated  while  the  persons  were  in  residence. 
This  still  continues  to  be  a useful  measure,  although,  as  previously 
explained,  it  has  definite  limitations. 

The  premises  were  also  used  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  a 
distribution  centre  for  soup  from  the  communal  soup  kitchen. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Constant  supervision  was  maintained  over  the  milk  supply 
during  1931,  and  although  the  standard  of  methods  of  milk 
handling  is  slowly  improving,  there  is  still  much  to  be  done 
before  this  important  part  of  our  food  supply  can  be  said  to  be 
really  hygienically  handled. 
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Thirty  samples  of  milk  from  27  sources  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  the  following  results: — 

o . ^ 


Samples  showing  less  than  5,000  bacteria  per  c.c., 

„ from  5,000  to  10,000  bacteria  per  c.c 

10,000  to  30,000 

„ „ „ 30,000  to  100,000  „ „ ...  4 

„ „ „ 100,000  to  200,000  „ „ ...  4 

„ over  200,000  bacteria  per  c.c.,  ...  ...  2 


Sixteen  of  these  samples  from  local  producers  showed  counts 
varying  from  2,050  to  230,000  five  from  wholesale  dealers  from 
3,500  to  6,000,  six  from  retailers  from  9,000  lo  200, OOf.  and  thiee 
from  outside  producers  from  5,200  to  150,000  bacteria  per  c.c. 

These  figures  indicate  a satisfactory  state  of  affairs  as  far  as 
they  go,  but  the  numbers  are  too  small  for  any  conclusion  to  be 
founded  upon  them.  Considerable  difficulty  has  been  encountered 
in  making  arrangements  for  a regular  scheme  of  routine  examin- 
ations, but  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  soon  be  arranged. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  spread  by  milk  w7ere  encountered 
aud  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  cases  occurring 
at  milk  producing  premises.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  stop 
the  milk  supply  from  any  dairy  farm  or  milk  shop  during  the  year. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  reports  that  the  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness of  cows  in  the  district  is  generally  a very  high  one.  One 
tbousaud  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cows  were  examined, 
and  of  these  five  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  inflammation  of 
the  udder,  two  from  abscess  of  the  udder,  while  one  cow  had  an 
indurated  udder.  The  use  for  human  consumption  of  the  milk 
from  these  cows  was  prohibited  until  the  condition  had  cleared  up. 

Nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  cows  found  to  have 
abnormal  udders,  and  these  were  examined  by  guinea  pig  inocu- 
lation, with  positive  result  in  two  cases.  One  of  these  cows  was 
dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  and  the  slaughter 
of  the  other  was  immediately  arranged  by  the  owner.  Eleven 
samples  of  mixed  milk  consigned  from  outwith  the  burgh  were 
also  examined  by  guinea  pig  inoculation,  all  with  negative  result. 


Special  Investigation. — 

During  the  year,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Department  of 
Health,  a special  investigation  was  carried  outwith  regard  to  the 
consurppt  of  milk  within  the  burgh,  and  some  interesting  figures 
emerged. 
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The  total  quantity  of  milk  produced  in,  or  brought  into  the 
burgh  on  26th  Match  was  as  follows: — 

(1)  Produced  in  the  burgh,  ..  ...  ...  521^  gallons. 

(2)  Brought  into  the  burgh,  ...  ...  ...  2,819  „ 

Total,  ...  ...  3,3404 


This  milk  was  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner: — 

(1)  Sold  to  householders,  ...  ...  ...  3,177  gallons. 

(2)  Sold  to  traders,  ice  cream  dealers,  bakers,  etc.,  62  ,, 

(3)  Sold  to  hotels,  restaurants,  etc.,  ...  ...  14^  ,, 

(4)  Sold  to  hospitals  and  similar  institutions,  ...  87  ,, 

It  was  estimated  that  15,920  or  93.64  of  the  total  households 
in  the  burgh  were  supplied  with  sweet  milk. 

A special  part  of  the  enquiry  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors 
among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community  showed  that,  out  of 
419  families,  202  used  sweet  milk  only,  162  used  sweet  milk  along 
with  other  forms  of  milk,  54  used  condensed  milk,  skimmed  milk, 
or  butter  milk,  and  only  occasionally  sweet  milk,  and  one  was  not 
using  any  form  of  milk  whatever. 

From  the  information  made  available  by  this  small  enquiry, 
the  following  daily  average  sweet  milk  consumpt  figures  were 
estimated. 


(1)  Per  family  using  sweet  milk  only,  ... 

(2)  Per  person  in  families  using  sweet  milk  only. 

(3)  Per  family  using  sweet  milk  alone,  or  with 

other  forms  of  milk,  ... 

(4)  Per  person  using  sweet  milk  alone,  or  with 

other  forms  of  milk,  ... 


2.23  pints 
0.45  pint 

1.91  pints 

0.306  pint 


It  vvill,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  sweet  milk  used 
per  person  in  the  burgh  is  a comparatively  small  one,  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  less  than  the  average  amount 
used  elsewhere  in  this  country.  Statistics  from  other  countries 
lead  one  to  the  conclusion  that,  if  more  milk  were  drunk  here, 
the  physique  of  the  population  in  general  would  be  considerably 
better  than  it  is. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  work  at  the  slaughterhouse  continued  to  be  satislactory, 
and  the  arrangements  for  meat  inspection  during  the  year  remained 
unaltered. 


The  following  information,  which  refers  to  the  period  16th 
May,  1931,  to  loth  May,  1932.  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  Mr 
Peter  McIntyre,  M.RC.V.S.,  Veterinary  Inspector: — 


Class. 

Number 

Slaughtered. 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Percentage 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized 
for 

diseases 
other  than 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Bullocks 

1,908 

204 

10.6 

2 

15 

1 

Bulls, 

128 

36 

28-1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Cows, 

576 

372 

64.5 

28 

46 

6 

12 

Heifers. 

993 

108 

10.8 

2 

4 

1 

4 

Swine, 

1,925 

162 

8.4 

5 

3 

10 

7 

Sheep, 

11,361 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

4 

Calves, 

1,465 

7 

0.47 

5 

— 

11 

1 

Total, 

18,356 

889 

4.84 

42 

70 

43 

30 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis 
which  were  responsible  for  the  total  or  partial  seizure  of  carcases  : — 

Total  seizure. — Cancer,  1;  decomposition,  11;  dropsy,  1; 
emaciation,  9;  fevered  flesh,  4;  gastritis,  1 ; imperfectly  bled,  2 ; 
injuries,  1 ; jaundice,  1 ; joint  ili,  1 ; peritonitis,  3;  swine  fever, 
7 ; umbilical  pyaemia,  1. 

Partial  Seizure. — Abscesses,  4;  adhesions,  4;  arthritis,  2; 
decomposition,  surface,  1;  injuries,  14;  parasites,  3;  traumatic 
pericarditis,  1. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Housing. — 

The  following  information  regarding  houses  certified  for 
occupancy  duriug  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Master  of  Works: — 

Private  Enterprise. — 

1 Semi-detached  cottage  of  4 apartments. 

3 Bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

2 Semi-detached  bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

Reconstructed  villa,  \ } !,ouse  °f  4 apartments. 

( 1 house  of  6 apartments. 


63 


Education  Authority. — 

1 Janitor’s  house  of  4 apartments. 

Local  Authority — Belville  Street  First  Development. — 

40  Flatted  houses  of  3 apartments. 

12  Flatted  houses  of  2 apartments. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  under  the 
(Lousing  (Inspection  of  District)  Eegulations  (Scotland),  1928, 
was  676.  the  majority  of  which  were  situated  in  the  Central  Area, 
and  the  area  of  the  Main  Street  Improvement  Scheme,  although 
various  informal  inspections  were  carried  out  in  other  parts  of 
the  burgh. 

The  total  number  of  houses  closed  as  being  unfit  for  habitation 
was  30,  being  15  houses  of  2 apartments,  and  2 of  3 apartments 
in  Main  Street,  4 of  1 apartment,  and  6 of  2 apartments  in  the 
Central  Area,  and  one  each  of  1,  2 and  3 apartments  elsewhere. 
Demolition  of  the  buildings  containing  the  first  twenty-seven 
houses  mentioned  was  proceeded  with  at  their  vacation,  while 
the  other  three  were  situated  in  a building  containing  shops, 
which  was  not  subject  to  a Demolition  Order. 

During  the  year  progress  was  made  with  regard  to  the  Central 
Area,  the  Corporation  electing  to  proceed  by  way  of  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order,  a means  which  allows  clearance  of  all  old 
property,  and  in  addition  gives  complete  control  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  area  after  clearance — a very  important  matter  in  view 
of  the  situation  of  the  area  in  the  heart  of  the  town,  abutting  as 
it  does  on  the  main  thoroughfare.  This  Order,  on  confirmation 
by  the  Department  of  Health,  gives  the  Local  Authority  power  to 
purchase  compulsorily  for  the  purpose  of  demolition  all  the 
buildings  within  the  unhealthy  area,  and  also  certain  other  pre- 
mises surrounded  by  it  or  contiguous  to  it,  the  removal  of  which 
is  necessary  for  proper  redevelopment. 

A very  considerable  amount  of  preliminary  negotiation  was 
carried  out  with  property  owners  and  their  agents,  a large  number 
of  meetings  being  held  for  that  purpose,  but  these  proved 
extremely  useful  as  most  of  the  serious  opposition  to  the  confir- 
mation of  the  Order  was  thereby  removed.  In  August  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Department,  of  Health  and  two  Assessors 
held  a public  enquiry  and  heard  evidence  for  the  Corporation  in 
f ivour  of  the  Order  and  for  the  objectors  against  it.  He  then 
personally  examined  the  houses  and  other  premises  in  the  area. 
In  November  notice  was  received  that  the  Department  of  Health 
proposed  to  confirm  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  with  certain 


amendment-;,  the  chief  of  which  being  the  classification  as  habit- 
able of  d()  dwellinghouses  entered  by  the  Corporation  in  the 
Order  as  uninhabitable.  As  this  figure  represents  only  6 4 per 
cent,  of  the  total  houses  involved,  the  result  maybe  considered 
very  satisfactory. 

The  building  of  houses  on  the  Belville  Street  site  to  accommo- 
date tenants  from  the  area  has  already  been  begun  in  anticipation 
of  the  final  confirmation  of  the  Order,  so  that  there  may  be  as 
short  delay  as  possible  when  the  scheme  actually  gets  under 
way. 

So  much  for  the  Central  Area,  but  that  is  not  all.  Consequent 
on  a report  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heabh  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  at  the  end  of  1930,  the  Corporation  early  in 
1931  decided  to  build  within  three  years  1,453  houses  for  re- 
housing purposes,  which  number  includes  800  previously  agreed 
to,  which  were  chiefly  intended  to  house  the  dwellers  in  the 
Central  Area,  and  ou  which  a start  has  already  been  made.  This 
is  a considerable  programme  and  there  will  not  need  to  be  any 
delay  if  it  is  to  be  carried  out  within  the  period,  but  when  com- 
pleted, it  should  go  far  to  remove  the  reproach  on  the  housing 
conditions  within  the  burgh.  Although  there  is  a definite  short- 
age of  houses  for  other  purposes,  it  would  seem  sound  policy  in 
the  present  state  of  things  to  tackle  first  that  part  of  the  problem, 
the  solution  of  which  will  bring  the  prospect  of  better  health  to  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  community. 

The  practice  of  sub-letting  in  corporation  re-housing  schemes 
still  goes  on,  and,  unless  quickly  suppressed,  will  in  all  probability 
spread  to  new  schemes  as  houses  are  erected,  thereby  defeating 
one  of  the  main  objects  for  which  so  much  money  has  been 
expended.  It  is  an  evil  which  requires  firm  measures. 

Town  Planning. — 

The  dralt  scheme  prepared  last  year  under  the  Town  Planning 
(Scotland)  Act,  1925, ^has  not  vet  been  approved  as  there  has 
been  some  difficulty  in  the  adjustment  of  its  provisions,  and 
certain  amendments  are  under  consideration. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  232  workshops  on  the  register 
kept  by  the  Local  Authoritv.  Twenty-five  visits  of  inspection  to 
factories,  487  to  workshops,  and  145  to  other  workplaces  were 
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paid  during  the  vear  by  the  Sanitary 1 Inspector,  and  in  22  cases 
conditions  contrary  to  the  requirements  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  or  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  discovered  as  follows: — 

(1)  Want  of  cleanliness,  ..  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  con  veniences,  6 

(3)  Other  nuisances,..  ...  ...  ...  12 

In  connection  with  these  defects,  24  notices  were  served  and 
in  each  case  satisfactory  remedy  was  made. 

As  required  bv  section  107  (1)  (c)  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  one  list  involving  102  outworkers,  and  one  list  involving  75 
out- workers  were  received  in  February  and  August,  respectively, 
while  14  intimations  were  transmitted  to  other  local  authorities 
in  the  former,  and  10  in  the  latter  month. 

The  work  performed  by  these  local  outworkers  included 
knitting,  crocheting  and  sewing,  and  the  condition  of  their  homes 
was  in  all  cases  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A full  supply  of  water  for  domestic  trade  and  mill  power 
purposes  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  the  quarterly 
analyses  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  showed  that,  it  was  in  all 
respects  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  minimum  amount  in  store  occurred  on  26t.h  September, 
when  there  was  153  days’  supply  in  the  various  reservoirs. 

Public  Wells,  Etc. — 

During  the  year  a survey  of  the  burgh  was  made  to  ascertain 
the  points  at  which  there  was  available  to  the  public  for  drinking 
purposes,  water  which  was  not  derived  from  the  burgh  supply. 

Samples  were  accordingly  taken  for  analysis  from  the  following 
situations : — 

1.  Cottage  off  Shankland  Road. 

2.  Field  at  Chapelton  Farm  behind  Shankland  Road. 

3.  Auchmountain  Glen — Well  No.  1. 

4-  «j  j?  jt  u 2. 

5.  Drumfroehar  Road. 

6.  Whinhill  above  Lynedoch  Street. 

7.  Hole  Farm  A llotment  Gardena. 

8.  Tnverkip  Road. 

9.  Craig’s  Farm. 

10.  Lyle  Road  on  decline  to  Fort  Matilda. 
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Although  in  some  of  these  situations  the  possibility  of  surface 
contamination  was  present,  analysis  appeared  to  show  that  the 
water  was  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

At  the  same  time  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
Smithston  Institution  and  Larkfield  Hospital,  and  both  were 
found  to  give  a satisfactory  chemical  analysis. 


DRAINAGE. 

There  was  no  serious  trouble  during  the  year  with  flooding  in 
any  of  the  districts  of  the  town  and  the  drainage  system  gave 
very  satisfactory  service. 

A further  relief  was  constructed  for  the  main  sewer  in  Nelson 
Street  by  the  provision  of  a flood  relief  sewer  connecting  the 
Nelson  Street  sewer  and  that  of  Nicolson  Street. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

No  serious  complaints  regarding  the  pollution  of  streams  were 
received,  and  no  action  was  deemed  necessary  during  the  year. 

The  culverting  of  the  Dellingburn  to  the  sea  wall,  which  was 
begun  in  1 900,  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  this  measure 
will  undoubtedly  help  in  improving  the  condition  of  the  East 
India  Harbour. 


NUISANCES. 

No  medical  certificates  were  issue  in  connection  with  nuisances 
as  defined  in  section  16  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 


METEOROLOGY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr  MacAlister,  M.Tnst.,  C.E.,  Engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  Water  Works,  for  the  following  meteorological 
data  relating  to  1931.  The  readings  were  all  taken  at  the 
Prospecthill  filters,  which  are  situated  about  two  hundred  feet 
above  sea  level : — 
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Month. 

Air  Pressure. 
Mean 

Heading  at 
Station 
Level  and 
32°  C. 

Air  Temperature. 
Mean  of 

Rainfall 

in 

inches. 

Number 
of  days  on 
which  .01 
or  more 
fell. 

Humidity 
per  cent. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

January, 

2 9.527 

43.2 

35.0 

6.62 

21 

86 

February,  - 

29.431 

42.8 

34.9 

6.09 

24 

83 

March,  - - 

29.720 

43.6 

33.1 

1.76 

13 

84 

April,  - - 

29.610 

50.9 

39.3 

2.32 

20 

74 

May,  - - 

29.551 

57.5 

44.6 

5.83 

23 

74 

June,  - - 

29.685 

58.0 

48.2 

7.01 

24 

79 

July,  - - 

29.449 

63.1 

5 '.9 

4.40 

27 

82 

August, 

29.673 

63.7 

50.3 

1.88 

12 

75 

September. 

29.920 

58.4 

47.3 

1.64 

11 

78 

October. 

29.783 

52.9 

43.8 

6.78 

17 

83 

November, 

29.371 

19.6 

41.7 

8.97 

27 

87 

December  - 

29.852 

48.0 

41.3 

7.70 

25 

85 

The  total  rainfall  amounted  to  61.00  inches,  which  is  to  be 
compared  with  65.31  inches  in  1930  and  63.62,  the  mean  of  the 
40  years  1890-1929. 


PROPAGANDA. 

The  publication  of  the  monthly  health  bulletins  in  the 
“ Greenock  Telegraph  ” was  continued  during  the  year,  and,  as  in 
the  past,  occasion  was  taken  to  draw  attention  in  them  to  any 
matters  of  importance  in  connection  with  the  prevalence  of 
epidemic  disease  and  its  prevention.  The  supply  of  leaflets 
and  posters  depicting  various  aspects  of  disease  prevention  were 
displayed  in  the  offices  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the 
various  clinics. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Greenock  and  District  Branch  of  the 
Scottish  Health  League,  three  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year.  A lecture  was  given  by  Dr.  R.  J.  Leslie  Fraser  on  “ Health 
Hints,”  and  by  Dr.  Carstairs  Douglas  on  “Some  Practical  Hints 
in  connection  with  Disinfection,”  and  a talk  on  “The  Cancer 
Problem.”  by  Dr.  William  S.  Cook.  Tnese  meetings  are  all  well 
attended  and  fulfilled  a very  useful  place  in  the  propaganda 
programme  of  the  department 
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APPENDIX. 

TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(A)  BIRTHS,  DEATHS  and  MARRIAGES 


N umbers 
Registered 

Transfers. 

Corrected  Number. 

in 

District. 

Out. 

In. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births  (including 
Illegitimate),  - 

1,846 

31 

34 

1,849 

949 

900 

Illegitimate  Births, 

94 

13 

16 

97 

50 

47 

Marriages,  - 

439 

Deaths, 

1,075 

56 

48 

1,067 

562 

505 

(B)  DEATHS  and  DEATH-RATES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Ages. 

Population 
Estimated  at 
Mid-Year  by 
MO.H. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

. 

Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population. 

Average 
Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
5 years 

Under  1 Year,  - 

2,107 

145 

13.59 

6S.81 

89.02 

From  1—5  Years,  - 

7,047 

65 

6.09 

9.22 

14.27 

„ 5-10  „ 

8,409 

27 

2.53 

3.21  1 

„ 10-15  „ 

7,866 

16 

1.50 

2.08  ( 

„ 15-25  „ 

1 4,828 

54 

5.06 

3.641 

„ 25-35  „ 

12,181 

50 

4.69 

4.10 

,,  35  45  , 

10,016 

69 

6.57 

6.88  > 

8.90 

„ 45-65 

8,102 

111 

10.40 

13.701 

,,  55—65  ,, 

4,914 

169 

14.90 

32. 35  ) 

.,  65—75  ,, 

2.613 

198 

18  56 

75.77  1 

,.  75-85  ,. 

850 

156 

14.62 

183.52  )■ 

92.44 

,,  85  and  over, 

90 

1.59 

188.88) 

TOTAL. 

79,012 

1,067 

100.00 

13.50 

1 

14.13 

TABLE  II. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers) — REGISTRAR  GENERAL — 1931. 
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TABLE  III— CAUSES  OF  DEATH— PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS— MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH,  1931. 
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TABLE  IV.— POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 


PER  1,000— REGISTRAR  GENERAL— 1881-1931. 


Year. 

Population. 

Death-rate. 

Birth-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Tuber 

Deatl 

Pulmonary. 

:ulosis 

i-rate. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

1881-1885 

71,578 

22.19 

38.01 

139 

2.35 

0.96 

1885-1890 

72,073 

18.92 

32.23 

127 

2.03 

0.69 

1891 

63.432 

22.54 

32.55 

163 

1.82 

0.56 

1892 

63,027 

19.74 

35.83 

116 

2.01 

0.65 

1893 

62,713 

20.90 

32.96 

134 

1.59 

0.65 

1894 

62,400 

19.23 

32.20 

133 

2.09 

0.49 

1895 

62,090 

23.06 

33.84 

152 

1.62 

0.82 

1891  1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.82 

0.63 

1896 

61,781 

17.84 

33.08 

120 

1.76 

0.55 

1897 

61,475 

22.17 

33.05 

159 

2.06 

0.68 

1S98 

61,170 

21. 3S 

35.20 

136 

2.07 

0.83 

1899 

67,269 

19.64 

31.01 

142 

1.70 

0.83 

1900 

67,776 

19.18 

32.50 

130 

1.59 

0.84 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20.04 

32  96 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901 

68,264 

19.45 

29.84 

132 

1.46 

0.90 

1902 

68,756 

19.85 

31.74 

122 

1.S1 

0.94 

1903 

69,252 

18.93 

29.56 

144 

1.68 

0. 80 

1904 

69,749 

17.65 

30.09 

123 

1.20 

0.93 

1905 

70, 253 

18.78 

30.49 

116 

1.31 

1.05 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

1906 

70,758 

17.89 

32.21 

127 

1.34 

1.25 

1907 

71,269 

17.79 

30.25 

104 

1.54 

1.08 

1908 

71,783 

17.00 

30.31 

118 

1.21 

1.12 

1909 

73,214 

15.01 

26.73 

95 

1.09 

1.09 

1910 

74,667 

18.87 

28.85 

129 

1.16 

0.96 

1906-1910 

72,338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1.10 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1.50 

0.95 

1912 

76,337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1.44 

1.02 

1913 

77,156 

18.22 

31.03 

116 

1.47 

0.86 

1914 

77,642 

18.04 

32.84 

108 

1.00 

0 91 

1915 

77,695 

20.14 

29.49 

145 

1.15 

0.91" 

1911-1915 

76,771 

18.70 

31.07 

120 

1.39 

0.93 

1916 

78.642 

17.10 

29. 20 

109 

1.42 

0.75 

1917 

79,299 

15.10 

26.88 

92 

1.28 

0.83 

1918 

79,574 

17.88 

26.52 

110 

l.iO 

0.82 

1919 

79,613 

17.25 

28.73 

99 

0.94 

0.59 

1920 

80,436 

16.51 

33.34 
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1926-1930 

81,125 

14.40 

23.05 
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0 91 

0.33 

1931 

79,012 

13.50 

23.40 

78 

0.90 

0.30 

TABLE  V.— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1931. 
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TABLE  VI.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1931. 
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8HIP8 

TOTAL, 

Ascertained  in  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary.  1 case  had  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 

3 cases  had  scarlet  fever  and  chickenpox, 

3 cases  had  chickenpox  and  whooping  cough. 

(Each  of  these  7 cases  has  thus  boen  entered  as  2 cases  in  the  Table). 
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